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MUNICIPAL HALL. 

Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Pittsburgh : 

Gentlemen : — " The Board of Health " herewith respectfully 
presents for your information the annexed annual reports of their 
Treasurer, Health Officer, Eegistrar, Eegistration Clerk, Meat 
Inspector, and Attorney, containing a brief account of the opera- 
tions of said Board during the year 1875. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

J. P. Slagle, 

President, 

John D. Fleming, 

Secretary, 
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Office of the Board of Health, 

Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 

To THE Board of Health : 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the following report 
for the year 1875, t>eing a brief history of the operations of this depart- 
ment during that period : 

In doing so, I regret that, among other duties, I have to report that 
death has, during the year, claimed two victims, who for a number of 
years have been connected with this Board ; the first in the person of 
Dr, A. G. McCandless, a member of the Board, who died February 24th. 
Dr. McCandless had served the city long and faithfully in numerous 
responsible positions, and had been a member of the Board for the past 
six years, during which time he had merited the respect and confidence 
of all connected therewith. " He died full of years, and has gone to his 
reward.'* The second victim was Sanitary Inspector Louis Walther, who 
died May 2 2d. Mr. Walther had held the position of inspector for the 
past three years, and by his faithfulness to duty, honesty of purpose, 
and generosity of heart, had endeared himself to all with whom he was 
associated. 

I shall not, as heretofore, seek to convince by force of argument 
those who may yet fail to see the necessity and importance of sanitary 
reform, for, as has been truly said, no man has ever been convinced by 
argument ; but will simply endeavor to place before the public a few 
facts and figures, which, I trust, may have a more decided influence in 
that direction. 

Your Board, as well as the community, have cause for congratulation 
in the comparative immunity from disease which has characterized the 
city during the year, and which, I feel confident, was due in a great 
measure to your untiring efforts in that direction. The number of 
deaths which occurred was two thousand nine hundred and fifty-seven, 
being a decrease from that of the previous year of four hundred and 
twenty-four, or 3.56 per cent. The decrease in the mortality was prin- 
cipally of diseases termed *' infectious," and with the causes of which 
it is the duty of sanitary authorities to contend. Your success in that 
direction has been due to several causes, first among which may be 
mentioned a greater disposition upon the part of the members of the 
B 9 
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medical profession to report promptly to this office cases of infectious 
disease that were under their care, thereby giving us much valuable in- 
formation and assistance in our endeavors to ascertain the causes and 
apply the proper remedy. 

The neglect of this important duty by many of the profession in 
former years was the direct cause of much of what was characterized, by 
many who desired to find fault, as the inefficiency of the Board of 
Health. The most important item of information necessary to the re- 
moval of the causes of disease of that character is the location in 
which they exist, and for that reason ph)rsicians have a great influence 
in either their propagation or extinction. The experience of the past 
year has shown that they are beginning to realize this fact, as the infor- 
mation derived from that source has been much more full and complete 
than ever before. 

Another reason for the success of the year is the fact that the im- 
portance of sanitary reform has come to be acknowledged by a large 
majority of the intelligent portion of the community, and realizing that 
fact, have rendered very material aid in the work by their moral sup- 
port, as well as by endeavoring to assist us in the enforcement of sani- 
tary laws. This aspect of the subject is certainly very cheering^ as 
without the co-operation of an intelligent public, the efforts of a de- 
partment which has for its object the saving of human life and the pre- 
vention of disease must be greatly retarded. Another important cause 
of success has been the erection and maintenance during the year of a 
hospital for the isolation and care of cases of small-pox. The necessity 
for such a hospital has long been felt and acknowledged, and especially 
so during the epidemic of 187 1-2, during which period the Board was 
compelled, not from choice, but from force of circumstances, after the 
private hospitals had been filled with such cases, and much to their 
disadvantage, to provide accommodations in an improvised hospital^ 
which, from its location and surroundings, was unsuitable for the pur- 
pose. The Board, feeling the responsibility if such an epidemic should 
again visit the city, with the advice and consent of the City Councils, 
purchased, during the year 1872, a lot of ground, on which, during the 
past year, was erected a building for hospital purposes. Subsequent to 
the epidemic above spoken of, not a single case of small-pox occurred 
in the city until December, 1874, during which month one case of 
small ppx and four of varioloid were reported, one of which was placed 
in Mercy Hospital, but under protest from the management of that 
institution. 

In consequence of said patient being admitted, and notwithstanding 
the care which long experience had insured, the disease manifested itself 
among the inmates of the hospital, five cases occurring within the next 
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month. The effect of this unfortunate occurrence was, that future ap- 
plications for the admission of such cases were very properly positively 
refused by this, as well as the other private hospitals. In order to be 
prepared for the emergency which was likely to arise, the Board directed 
me to have fitted up, on the shortest possible notice, an old building or 
** shanty," located upon the recently purchased hospital grounds, for the 
accommodation of patients until the completion of the contemplated 
buildings, which instructions were complied with, and said building used 
for that purpose until August ist, when the new hospital was opened 
for the reception of patients. In proof of the necessity for such an in- 
stitution I have to report that forty-six cases of small-pox and varioloid 
were sent to and cared for in it during the year, many of whom must have 
suffered for lack of proper care, and, probably, have died, but for this 
provision. Aside from this, the number of cases which were thereby 
prevented from occurring in the community is of itself sufficient to 
satisfy any reasonable mind. 

Another reason for the success attendant upon your efforts during the 
past year has been found in the increasing efficiency of this department. 

The aim of the Board for several years past has been to ascertain 
what was the best system that could be adopted in furthering the end 
contemplated in their appointment. The plan adopted as being most 
likely to accomplish the purpose was that of the appointment of a corps 
of competent sanitary inspectors, whose duty it should be to make fre- 
quent and careful inspections of their respective districts, note the 
causes likely to produce or promote disease, and either take the neces- 
sary measures for their removal at once, or report the same to this office 
and Board. Such a system has been in practice in many other cities, and 
as here, has been found to be attended with the most desirable results. 
There can be no doubt but that this is the proper plan to pursue, provi- 
ded the persons selected to fill the positions are thoroughly competent, 
and in this particular your selections have, for the most part, been good. 

In order to make this branch of the service still more efficient, in ad- 
dition to the duties of the inspectors, as prescribed in the general law, 
the following rules and regulations for their government were adopted 
during the early part of the year. 

I St. The Sanitary Inspectors shall, unless otherwise specified at the 
time of their election, serve for the term of one year and at such rate 
of compensation as shall have been, at the time of their election, agreed 
upon by the Board ; and they shall be discharged or suspended only for 
incompetence or negligence of duty. 

2d. The hours of service of the said Inspectors shall ordinarily be 
from eight o'clock in the morning until six in the evening every day in 
each week, Sunday excepted. 
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3d. That as the exigencies of circumstances may require, the Board 
claim the right, without extra compensation, to employ the whole time 
of said Inspectors from morning until evening, or from midnight until 
noon, as the Health Officer may direct, allowing such reasonable time 
as may be necessary for meals or refreshments ; and this rule may be 
continued in force from day to day throughout the entire period for 
which said Inspectors may be employed. 

4th. The Health Officer, at the discretion of the Board, shall designate 
the particular districts and the boundaries thereof in which the several 
Inspectors shall serve. 

5 th. The duties of the Inspectors shall be to traverse frequently their 
respective districts, and carefully to note the peculiarities of topography, 
population, character of occupations or business conducted therein, and 
of the construction and condition of public buildings with regard to their 
sanitary state, or of private dwellings, tenement houses, shops, factories, 
stables, slaughter-houses, privies, or other buildings ; also the condition 
of street or sidewalk pavements and street gutters, and manner of 
drainage or sewerage. 

6th. The Inspectors shall promptly report to the Health Officer any nui- 
sance or cause of nuisance found to exist upon any street, alley, lane, 
highway, wharf, dock, or vacant place, or upon any lot, yard, or grounds, 
or within any stable, shop, factory, slaughter-house, or other building 
whatsoever. Any offensive or putrefying substance, any offal or refuse 
material, kitchen garbage, stable manure, or any manner of filth, noisome 
to the community or detrimental to the public health, which may have 
been cast out, or permitted to accumulate and remain ; any cess-pool 
over-full or leaking, stable or slaughter-house ill-kept, or sewer connec- 
tion defective, or drainage imperfect, or tenement houses unfit for occu- 
pation or over-crowded, cellars or basements damp or foul, or any 
instance deserving of attention, of any defect in any building whatever, 
as regards light, heat, and cleanliness. 

7th. The Inspectors shall, without delay, report any and all such in- 
formation as may be herein enumerated and required, together with the 
name or names of the occupant or occupants, or of the owner or owners, 
of the ground or buildings upon which any such nuisance may have been 
found ; also, the Inspectors shall, from time to time, perform such other 
and additional duties as the Health Officer, at the option of the Board, 
may prescribe. 

8th» The Inspectors shall annually, or at the close of each term, report 
each and individually to the Health Officer, and by him to be submitted 
to the Board, a summary of all the work done during his and their term 
of service, pointing out all faults in matters of general character, or 
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local deficiencies, and applying hints, suggestions, or recommendations 
in regard to the remedying or rectifying thereof." 

The number of Inspectors in the employ of the Board during the year 
was six. During the month of December last, however, the Board, as 
other departments of the city, desiring to retrench as much as possible, 
fixed the number to be employed during the ensuing year at three, 
reserving the privilege, however, of appointing such additional number 
as might become necessary should an emergency arise. 

The result, in brief, of the labors of the Inspectors during the year 
will be found embodied in the following table, which has been compiled 
from the daily and monthly reports made by them to this office. 

The various duties performed by them were for the most part fulfilled 
intelligently, and with credit to the Board as well as themselves. 



TABLE, 

Showing the number and oharaoter of the Nuisances visited and abated 
during the year 1 875, upon notice from this office. 



DESCRIPTION. 



Alleys, filthy 

Courts, ** 

Cellars, " 

Dead animals removed 

Defective drain age 

Drain pipes leaking 

Gutters, filthy - 

Gutters, obstructed 

Garbage and filth thrown on streets . ... 
Garbage and filth thrown on vacant lots. 

Bouses, filthy 

Houses, infected 

Houses, damp 

Hog-pens, filthy 
ire 
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a 

ee 



29 



2 

3 

31 

33, 

41 



3 



Infected bedding and clothing destroyed 

Manure heaps removed. 

Man ure boxes on street 

Offal removed 

Pondsofwater 

Frivles, dangerous 

Privies, filthy 

Privy-wells, full 

Privy-wells, leaking 

Privy-wells, foul 

Roofs, leaking 

Streets, filthy 

Slaughter-houses, filthy 

Stables, filthy 

Sewers, obstructed 3{ 

Vacantlots, filthy 2 

Water in cellars 121 

Water-closets, foul 

Water-closets, leaking 

Water-courses, filthy 

Water-courses, obstructed 

Yards, filthy 

Miscellaneous (verbal notices) 



ee 

e 



1 
23 
6 
2 
2 
8 
34 
3 



23 
4 
4 

18 
4 



JB 

ee 

s 



22 

8 

11 

27 

2 



6 



7 
81 
4 
1 
9 
1 
2 
4 
8 
6 
2 
1 

"7 

17 

1 



Total. 



2 
1 

"4 
20 



•I' 



J2 
6 

18! 



2 
20 






19 

6 

10 

51 

3 



15 
4 
2 

13 
1 
2 

10 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 

30 
7 
1 
2 



11 
1 

14 
5 



3 
1 
1 
3 

14 



1 

2 

44 



23 42 



Cases of small-pox visited. 125. 
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17 
3 

14 
148 
5 



18 

3 

31 

18 



11 

"4 
8 
10 
3 
5 
3 
3 
6 

109114 
6 
3 
1 



7 
1 
3 
5 
17 
3 
3 
3 
9 
3 



1 
6 
1 

7 
2 
4 
16 19 



0) 

5 



26 
1 
20 
77 
13 



4 

1 

69 55 
52, 73 



24 
6 

99 

46 
4 
5 
1 
4 
3 

26 
1 
2 
6 
4 
6 
123 

13 
8 
1 
2 
3 

10 
7 

34 

14 



54 
..I 

23 
65 
15 



2 

2 

14 

38 

81 



27 
17 
81 
32 
8 
8 

• ■ • 

9 
2 

32 
5 
8 

17 

1 

9 

143 

17 

22 
8 
4 
5 

15 
7 
7 

16 



1 
6 

56 

85 
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42 


27 


26 


25 


25 


2 


3 


3 


3 


4 


17 


15 


5 


10 


4 


80 


37 


57 


32 


28 


6 


5 


7 


6 


1 


1 










29 


... 
21 


16 


6 


18 


13 


24 


4 


7 


7 


90 


43 


31 


51 


45 


40 


26 


12 


18 


12 


5 


8 


■ • • 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


8 


19 


1 


1 


1 


• • • 


1 


3 


18 


8 


2 


4 


1 


1 


2 


4 


16 


39 


33 


23 


21 


14 


5 


3 


3 


8 


2 


4 


7 


2 




1 


13 


4 


5 


8 


6 


3 


2 


4 


2 


2 


9 


5 


5 


8 


8 


160 


137 


87 


4» 


38 


18 


7 


7 


2 


7 


19 


34 


8 


8 


• • • 


2 


3 


1 


10 


■ • • 


4 


11 


5 


• • • 


6 
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• • • 
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• • 


17 


13; 8 


5 


3 


16 


181... 
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4 
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21 


12 


9 


9 


10 
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• • • 


• • • 
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• • • 
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• • ■ 


■ • • 


1 


4 


9 


8... 


2 


3 


3; 91 4 


7 


58 


43' 48 34 


25 


84 


60, 58 
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22 


820 


641 


489 


^ 


354 
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835 
86 

184 

648 

72 

8 

174 
96 

565 

220 
26 
85 
8 
59 
60 

232 
42 
35 
69 
84 
74 
1,040 
93 

108 
27 
48 
19 
85 
58 
98 

172 

5 

5 

40 

57 

496 

639 



The number of nuisances visited and abated during the year was five 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-seven, being a slight increase over 
that of the previous year, many of which were of the most dangerous 
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character. Quite a number also were what may properly be termed 
" chronic '* nuisances, having existed in some instances for a number of 
years. 

In but twenty-eight instances during the year did it become necessary 
to supplement our notices for the abatement of nuisances with an appeal 
to the law, being a decrease of about one-half from those of the pre- 
vious year. These suits were disposed of as follows : 

Number in which fines were imposed 19 

" »* costs " 1 

" " judgment was given for defendant 1 

** " ** of non-suit was given 1 

" withdrawn 1 

" appealed 6 

** certioraried 2 

** in which fines were paid 10 

" not yet disposed of 5 

Two principal reasons existed for the marked reduction in the number 
of suits instituted ; first, a greater disposition upon the part of the com- 
munity to comply with the requirements of the law ; second, the lack 
of financial ability upon the part of many to' comply within the time 
limited, when the expenditure of any considerable amount of money 
was necessary. In the latter cases I have chosen rather to convince by 
moral suasion than by a resort to the terrors of the law, whenever it was 
possible to do so. 

An impression seems to prevail in the minds of many of the people 
that the only duty of the inspectors is to attend to complaints made at 
the office. Such an impression is very erroneous, as of the whole num- 
ber of nuisances abated during the year but one thousand were com- 
plained of at the office, the balance having been discovered by them 
while making tours of inspection for that purpose. 



TABLE 

Showing the number of Cesspools emptied during the year 1875, 

uix>n permits issued from this office* 



MONTHS. 



Permits 
Issued. 



January 32 

February 28 

March 43 



April 
May . 
June. 



137 

168 

130 

July 134 

August 137 

September 117 

October 90 

November 44 

December 30 

Total 1,080 
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The number of cesspools emptied during the year was one thousand 
and eighty, being a decrease from that of the previous year of three 
hundred. This reduction was caused principally by connections having 
been made with the sewers. 

The very reprehensible practice of "tapping** privies into sinks or 
wells, constructed near them for the purpose, was also resorted to to a 
considerable extent. Scarcely anything can be more fruitful of disease 
and death in the future than this mode of disposal of nightsoil. 

I cannot refrain from again referring to the extreme annoyance 
arising from most of the slaughter-houses in the city, and especially 
to that from those situated upon the Two Mile Run, Sixteenth 
Ward, or in what is perhaps better known by the somewhat odorous 
title of ** Skunk Hollow." These are principally located directly 
over a small stream, which empties into the Thirty-third street sewer, 
and thence into the Allegheny river, and into which stream most of 
the blood and offal is conducted. During the hot season, the flow of 
water in the run is insufficient to carry it off, and, as a consequence, it 
becomes a most intolerable nuisance, the noisome odors being clearly 
perceptible for several squares distant. Numerous complaints have here- 
tofore been made by some of the residents of the locality, which have 
been acted upon, and a number of suits instituted. These suits have not 
always proved successful, however, a sufficient number of persons being 
found in the neighborhood to testify in defence, and thereby vitiate the 
charge, at least to a considerable extent. In most of the successful cases 
of this class, appeals to the higher court have been taken by the defend- 
ants, in which court they are yet pending. I have almost arrived at the 
conclusion that the institution of civil suits against these old offenders is 
not likely to be productive of any good, and would therefore suggest 
that proceedings be had against them by indictment in the criminal 
court, whose mandates they would not be so likely to evade. I make 
this suggestion only for the purpose of endeavoring to rid a large and 
growing district of the city, peopled as it is by a class of poor, but 
honest, yeomanry, who have suffered long and patiently in both person 
and property, from a most outrageous nuisance, maintained by a few 
unscrupulous men, who have no other object in view than the accumu- 
lation of a few paltry dollars, at the expense of untold misery entailed 
by them upon those who, from force of circumstances, are compelled to 
endure it. In justice to this community, as well as the public at 
large, I hope the foregoing suggestion will be favorably considered dur- 
ing the coming summer. 

As I before remarked, small-pox made its appearance during the month 
of December, 1874, and continued to exist, to a limited extent, during 
the entire year 1875, ^^^ hundred and fifty-eight cases occurring dur- 
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ing that period. No fear of its assuming an epidemic form was enter- 
tained, however, until during November last, when it suddenly became 
very prevalent in the Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth wards, with a number 
of cases scattered throughout other parts of the city. Although the 
usual precautions, viz., isolation of the patients, disinfection of the 
premises, and the destruction of infected bedding and clothing had been 
resorted to, it yet became evident that, in order to prevent the possibility 
of an epidemic, which form it had almost assumed in several other places, 
measures must be taken to reduce the number of those who were suscep- 
tible to its ravages to the minimum by vaccination. Possessing a law 
authorizing the Board of Health to require all persons in the city to be 
vaccinated, the Board, after careful deliberation, at a special meeting 
held November 27th, adopted the following, viz. : 

<< Whereas, The health and lives of the people are endangered by in- 
vasion of small-pox — a preventable disease, and whereas 

** Small-pox threatens to become epidemic in this community, . 

^* Resolved, That the Board of Health of the City of Pittsburgh, by 
virtue of authority and power in them vested by Acts of Assembly of 
the State of Pennsylvania and by municipal regulations, do hereby 
order and direct, that all persons not having been successfully vacci- 
nated shall immediately become vaccinated. 

* < All such persons as are unable to pay for vaccination will be pro- 
vided for by the Board at the expense of the City, as in law directed. 

** All such persons as may neglect, or refuse to obey this order, on or 
before the ist day of January, 1876, shall be arrested and prosecuted as 
in the law provided. 

" Resolved^ That Officers and Directors of Schooh are hereby request- 
ed to admit no pupils to the schools under their control except such as 
furnish a certificate from parents, guardian, or a physician, setting forth 
that they have been successfully vaccinated, and that no case of small- 
pox or varioloid exists or has recently occurred in the family to which 
they belong or with whom they reside. 

*.* Resolved, That Sub-district Boards of School Directors are hereby 
authorized to furnish certificates, signed by the President or Secretary 
of Board, to indigent persons living in their respective districts, or by 
others whose pecuniary circumstances they may know to be such as to 
render them proper subjects for this charity. Upon presentation of 
such certificate, the holder shall be entitled to free vaccination for him- 
self, or herself, and also for so many of his, or her family as may be 
unprotected. 

^^ Resolved^ That the co-operation of the Central Board of Education is 
solicited in aid of the law and furtherance of the object of the above order, 
and these resolutions, in order that contagion may not be disseminated. 
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** Resolved^ That the Health Physician shall attend daily at the office 
of the Board of Health, or such place as he may designate, and gratui- 
tously perform vaccination for such as may apply and are unable to pay 
for the same. 

" Resolved^ That Assistant Vaccinators, as hereto appended, shall be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to vaccinate, in a thorough manner, all 
such as may apply having a certificate obtained and certified by the 
proper officer of any School Board as in the foregoing resolution speci- 
fied. For their service said Assistant Vaccinators shall receive compen- 
sation from the Board of Health, at the rate of one ($1.00) dollar for 
each person successfully vaccinated, their accounts to be probated and 
returned with the certificates to the office of the Board. 

** Resolvedy That the following named physicians are hereby appointed 
as Assistant Vaccinators : 

Dr. C. Evans, Hazlewood, Twenty-third Ward. 

Dr. N. N. Patten, 2210 Carson street, S. S. 

Dr. W. T. English, 807 Carson street, S. S. 

Dr. N. W. Brown, Butler street, 15th Ward, near Penn avenue. 

Dr. J. C. Dunn, Penn avenue, i6th Ward. 

Dr. W. J. Estep, 312 Penn avenue. 

Dr. J. J. Todd, 452 Penn avenue. 

Dr. C. C. Lange, 34 Centre avenue. 

Dr. W. L. Simpson, 141 Wylie avenue. 

Dr. J. M. Batten, 277 Fifth avenue. 

Dr. T. C. Christy, 670 Fifth avenue. 

Dr. M. H. Borland, 148 Third avenue. 

Dr. J. C. Rea, 109 Liberty street. 

Dr. Daniel March, Jr., Penn avenue, 20th Ward. 

Dr. J. W. Neely, Chestnut street, 36th Ward. 

Dr. J. P. Burchfield, Penn avenue, 19th Ward." 
This action provoked some very severe comments upon the part of 
two or three of the newspapers, who alleged that while vaccination in 
the abstract was very proper, yet under this arrangement it was almost 
certain to prove a "bonanza** to the vaccinating physicians without a 
corresponding benefit to the city. The arguments offered by the Board 
in its defence were, first : " that the laborer is worthy of his hire,** and 
that the city was not a charity ; second : that as these physicians were 
required to use only such virus as that furnished by the Board, and 
known to be of good quality, and for which they were required to pay, 
they could not possibly be expected to perform such service gratuitously; 
and third : that the persons likely to avail themselves of the benefits to 
be derived from the arrangement, although being in destitute circum- 
stances, yet were entitled to as good, or even better protection, as those 
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who were financially able to procure the same; and fourth: that a 
moderate amount of money expended in the application of preven- 
tive measures, would, in all probability, save the expenditure of a much 
larger sura in cure, and with much more satisfactory results; and that 
therefore the rate of compensation was not excessive. 

Six thousand copies of the foregoing resolutions were printed, and 
distributed among the children in attendance upon the public schools, 
and also in localities where vaccination had most likely been neglected, 
and had the effect of arousing the public mind to a realization of its 
duty in this respect. At the meeting of December 24th, a resolution was 
adopted, extending the time for gratuitous vaccination to February ist. 
Judging from reports of members of the medical profession, it would 
appear that vaccination is being very generally performed, and that it is 
not at all likely that the Board will be required to perform the very un- 
pleasant duty of compelling, by process of law, a further compliance. 

In another part of this report, I have briefly referred to the erection 
during the year, by this Board, of a Municipal Small-pox Hospital ; a 
short history of which proceeding may not be amiss. During December, 
1874, the physician to the Board and myself were directed to prepare a 
plan and specifications for the construction of such a building. Having 
engaged the services of a practical builder, we, at the meeting of Janu- 
ary 15 th, 1875, pr^ented to the Board such a plan as we considered 
suitable for the purpose, including that for the construction of a dwelling, 
which could also be used for hospital purposes, if necessary, with but 
little additional expense. This plan contemplated the erection of two 
buildings each twenty feet in width, and seventy feet in length, with 
basement under each, seven feet in height ; to be built on the same 
horizontal line, and separated by a covered passage way, of fifteen feet 
in length. The buildings were to be constructed of wood, and to be 
lined with felt paper. The plan also contemplated the erection of a 
frame stable, sixteen feet in width, and twenty-four feet in length. The 
plans were favorably considered by the Board, and proposals advertised 
for, for the construction of the buildings in accordance therewith, sepa- 
rate bids being required for each building. In answer to said advertise- 
ment, thirteen proposals were received for the erection of the hospital, 
and six for that of the dwelling and stable. During March, the con- 
tract for the hospital was awarded to M. F. Kimball of this city, and 
that for the dwelling and stable to J. L. McCain of Allegheny city, 
they being the lowest bidders. The contract price for the construction 
of the hospital was nine hundred and sixty dollars, and of the dwelling 
and stable twelve hundred and ninety-nine dollars. Work on each was 
commenced during the month of March. 
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Before their completion, however, the Board concluded to change the 
plans in some respects, the most important of which was the plastering 
of both hospital and dwelling, instead of lining them with felt paper, 
the additional cost of which aggregated for the hospital the sum of two 
hundred dollars, and for the dwelling one hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. The necessary fixtures, including heaters, cistern, waste-well, 
laying water pipe, plumbing, grading, &c., were also advertised for, and 
contracts awarded to the lowest bidders. The aggregate cost of build- 
ings, including fixtures, &c., was four thousand three hundred and sixty- 
six dollars and nine cents. 

The dwelling was completed on or about May 20th, and the hospital 
June 5 th, and were first occupied August ist. The hospital is capable 
of holding twenty-five patients comfortably, and can be enlarged suffi- 
ciently to accommodate double that number with little additional ex- 
pense, should any emergency arise. 

In my report for the year 1874, I directed special attention to the 
unsanitary condition of our streets and alleys, resulting partly from the 
inability of those having them in charge to devote the necessary time 
and attention to them, and also from the insufficient amount of money 
expended for the purpose of cleaning ; and suggested that the plan of 
placing this matter in charge of the Board of Health having proved 
successful in other cities, might be tried in this with beneficial results. 
The Board viewed the suggestion with favor, and at the meeting of 
November 27 th, adopted the following, viz. : 

*< Whereas, Believing that some steps are necessary to be taken that 
may contribute to greater cleanliness and purity of the streets, avenues, 
alleys, and by-places, in our city, and thereby conduce to an improved 
sanitary state and insure good health amongst its people, and whereas, 

**This Board having present authority to remove or cause to be re- 
moved from the improved parts of the city all ashes, garbage, swill, 
and offal, believe, if they were further charged with the duty of removal 
of street dirt, that the latter and their present duties, regarding the 
above, may be (under the contract system) successfully and economically 
accomplished, and whereas, 

* 'Under the present arrangement a large expenditure is annually 
made, and no corresponding or material good affected, the deplorably 
filthy condition of the public highways in the closely-built portions of 
the city — evidencing the embarrassment of those having charge of street 
repairs — who, being required to perform double duties are unable to do 
both, or either in a satisfactory manner. Therefore, be it resolved, 

"That a committee of five shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
prepare a statement embodying these views and submit the same to City 
Councils, together with a petition for the passage of an Ordinance 



20 Annual Report of 

authorizing the Board of Health to provide for street and sewer clean- 
ing and which Ordinance shall further provide for an Appropriation to 
the Board of Health to meet the expense so incurred." 

Said Committee waited upon City Councils at their next meeting, 
and presented their statement, which was received, and a resolution 
adopted for the appointment of a joint committee to confer with the 
Board relative to the subject. Such a committee was appointed on the 
part of Common Council, but none has yet been appointed from Select, 
but is favored by many influential members of that body. 

I have since learned, that the Street Committee is about to propose 
the passage of an ordinance for the cleaning of the streets and alleys of the 
the First and Second street districts by contract under their surpervision. 

The resolution of the Board was not the result of any selfish motive 
on their part, but solely from an honest desire for the improvement of 
the sanitary condition of the city, without regard to the question of 
special supervision. 

In the report for the previous year, I referred to the importance of 
the systematic removal, and disposition of ashes and garbage, citing the 
authority vested in the Board looking to that desirable end, and had 
hoped that such measures would have been taken as would have render- 
ed it unnecessary to again revert to the subject; but in that I have been 
disappointed. It is to be hoped, however, that something may be done 
during the coming year, as upon such action greatly depends the health 
and welfare of the people. 

The proper construction of sewers, and sewer connections, is a sub- 
ject which has engaged the attention of the Board during the year. It 
has been ascertained from reliable sources that many of the house con- 
nections made with sewers in the city, are not properly constructed, 
quite a number not being provided with traps, and others very impro- 
perly trapped, if at all. The deleterious effects of such a state of affairs 
is not a matter of mere conjecture, or theory, but of fact, as has been fre- 
quently demonstrated. In order to assist the Board in its endeavors to 
investigate and remedy this evil, at the meeting of December loth the 
following was adopted: ''Whereas, the attention of this Board has 
been directed to the alleged deficiency in amount, and character of con- 
struction of the sewerage in the city ; and that the Board may proceed 
intelligently ; therefore be it resolved, that City Councils be requested to 
furnish the Board with a correct map or draft of the sewers of the city, 
the dimensions of the same, and the location of the various man-holes, 
drops, and connections." 

The resolution was presented to Councils, and referred by them to 
the City Engineer. 
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If complied with, the effect of the foregoing will be to furnish much 
information that will be invaluable. It is also the intention of the 
Board to ask Councils for authority to act as may be necessary in such 
cases, it not being clothed with specific power to remedy the defect. 
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TABLE 

Showing the Receipts of this Office during the fiscal year ending 

January 31st, 1876. 



February 
March.... 

April 

May 



June 

July 

August 

September.... 

October 

November.... 
December .... 
January, 1876. 



Total. 



1875. 
MONTHS. 



Received 

from 
Permits. 



114 00 

21 60 
68 60 
79 00 

260 00 
268 00 
274 00 
234 00 
45 00 

22 00 

15 00 

16 00 



f 1,317 00 



Received 

from 
Fines, &c. 



goo 
00 
500 
400 
15 60 
10 00 
65 60 
37 60 

19 60 
200 
1 60 

20 00 



1203 60 



Tofal 
Receipts. 



917 00 

41 50 

73 60 

83 00 

275 60 

278 00 

839 50 

271 50 

64 60 

24 00 

16 50 

38 00 



fl,520 00 



The receipts from permits during the year amounted to one thousand 
three hundred and seventeen dollars, a decrease from that of the pre- 
vious year of two hundred and sixteen dollars and fifty cents. The re- 
ceipts from fines, &c., were two hundred and three dollars and sixty 
cents, a decrease from that of the previous year of four hundred and forty- 
six dollars and ninety cents. The total decrease from that of the pre- 
vious year was six hundred and sixty-three dollars and forty cents. 

Accompanying this report I have the honor to submit those of the 
several Sanitary Inspectors, containing much interesting and valuable 
information. 

I also desire to direct special attention to the reports of the Registrar, 
Registration Clerk, Attorney, and Meat Inspector, all of which fumiish 
information of the work performed in their several spheres of duty, and 
which deserve careful perusal and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Crosby Gray, 

IfeaM Officer. 
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First Sanitary Inspection District 

Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer: 

Sir — I have the honor to present the following report upon the sani- 
tary condition of my district, together with a summary of inspections 
and other duties performed by me, during the year ending December 
31st, 1875 • 

My field of observation is known as the First District, comprising the 
First, part of the Second and Third, and the Fourth, Ninth, Tenth, and 
Twelfth Wards, and is bounded on the north by 30th street, on the east 
by Liberty and Smithfield streets, on the south by the Monongahela 
river, and on the west by the Allegheny river. 

It would be impossible for me to state the character of population or 
enumerate the many different vocations of the residents of my district. 

The general sanitary condition of my district shows a decided im- 
provement upon former years. Many nuisances with which I had long 
and ineffectually contended have been finally abated, and although there 
is still much room for improvement, I can justly say that the district 
was never in as good sanitary condition as at present. 

I would here take occasion to call attention to the exceedingly large 
amount of territory to be traversed and the utter impossibility for one 
inspector to visit one locality, and do justice to his entire district, as 
often as is necessary to awaken some (I may say the major part of the 
residents of this district) to the importance of a proper observance of 
the rules and regulations as laid down by the Board of Health. While 
some are very ready to aid me in my endeavors to bring the district 
into a good sanitary condition, there are others again who consider that 
my duties as Inspector are incompatible with their private rights, and 
an unwarrantable interference with their prerogatives as citizens, and 
it is owing to this latter class that the duties of the Inspector become so 
burdensome. 

I am happy to be able to report a marked improvement in the con- 
dition of that part of my district known as the ** Point." The grounds 
at the immediate point, which for years past were used as a receptacle 
for all kinds of refuse, are at present clear of all rubbish, and the entire 
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locality is in a fair sanitary condition. It is hardly possible to place 
too much importance upon the offal shute and dump boat here situated. 
In the summer months, especially when the river is low, there is not a 
sufficient depth of water to carry off the refuse and rubbish dumped 
here, and in consequence the offal and filth remains at the bottom of 
the shute and dump boat. 

It appears to me a very proper suggestion, and one which will meet 
with approval, that, in lieu of these a boat were built from which all 
offal, privy contents, &c., should be dumped into the middle of the 
stream, or at least in deeper water than that in which the present shute 
or dump boat empties. As a sanitary necessity there can be no doubt 
as to its utility and practicability. 

I am sorry to be obliged to report that, notwithstanding my best ef- 
forts it is impossible for me to impress upon the minds of hucksters, 
gardeners, proprietors of stands, &c., in and about the market houses of 
my district, that clean streets, clean gutters, &c., are of the utmost im- 
portance, and that it will not do for them to strew cabbage leaves, rotten 
potatoes, tomatoes, fruits, &c., all over the streets and pavements; and 
would suggest that the Superintendent of Markets be requested to com- 
pel all doing business in and about the buildings to deposit their 
garbage in boxes or barrels placed there for that purpose, the contents 
of which may be emptied into the cart already provided and then 
deposited at the proper dumping place. 

It affords me pleasure to report the general sanitary condition of 
dwelling houses as good. The same may be said of tenement houses, 
with the exception of the privies, which in almost every instance are im- 
properly constructed, from the fact that the wells are either too deep, 
and consequently not emptied often enough, or they are not deep 
enough and not emptied until they almost overflow ; besides this, the 
excrement lodges on the back part, and sometimes on the sides of the 
walls. I will, however, not attempt to expatiate on this subject, but 
will be satisfied with remarking that there is nothing, in a sanitary 
point of view, that more requires the attention of the Board. 

Vacant lots, of which there are a great many in my district, are 
a constant source of complaint, and certainly are a nuisance of the 
most dangerous character, from the fact that residents in the neighbor- 
hood of these lots will persist in depositing ashes, garbage, slops, and 
all kinds of filth and rubbish thereon. Notwithstanding the most vigi- 
lant efforts of the Inspector ^it is utterly impossible, unless they are 
detected in the act, to find the real offenders, the deposits being made 
late at night, or early in the morning, or perchance, immediately after 
the Inspector leaves that locality to turn his attention to some other 
part of his district. I would very respectively suggest, if it would not 
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be in the province of the Board of Health to compel owners of such 
grounds to enclose them with fences, and thus alleviate, if not entirely 
remove, this great evil. 

My experience in the last four years convinces me that more care 
should be taken in the construction of sewers and drains, as my district 
is almost entirely level, and the water, mud, &c., will consequently not 
run off. In some parts, especially on Penn avenue and Liberty street, 
sewers are a constant source of annoyance and complaint, owning to 
their faulty construction, and I would recommend that some action be 
taken toward providing a remedy. 



TABLE 

Showing the Number and Character of Noisanoes abated in First 

District, during the year 1875* 

Alleys, filthy 100 

Courts, filthy 38 

Cellars, filthy 65 

Dead animals I'emoved 153 

Defective drainage 4 

Drainpipes, leaking 2 

Gutters, filthy • 57 

Gutters, obstructed. 8 

Garbage and filth thrown on streets 72 

Garbage and filth thrown on vacautlots * 33 

Houses, filthy 13 

Houses, infected 88 

Houses, damp 4 

Hog pens, filthy 4 

Infected bedding, &c., destroyed 23 

Jtfauure heaps 54 

Manure boxes on street 6 

Pondsof water 4 

Privies, dangerous 15 

Privies, filthy 50 

Privy wells, full 273 

X'rivy wells, leaking 39 

Privy wells, foul 30 

Boofs, leaking , 6 

Streets, filthy .' 8 

Slaughter houses, filthy 3 

Stables, filthy 20 

Sewers, obstructed 22 

Vacant lots, filthy 26 

Water In cellars 85 

Water closets, foul 1 

Water closets, leaking 5 

Yards, filthy 177 

Miscellaneous, verbal notices 216 

Total 1,509 

Cases of Bmall-pox visited 52 



Respectfully submitted, 

Albert Marlatt, 

Sanitary Inspector^ 

First District. 
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Second Sanitary Inspection District. 



Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer: 

Sir — I submit the following report of my labors in the Second Dis- 
trict during the year 1875 : 

This District is bounded on the north by Smithfield and Liberty 
streets, and the track of the Penn'a Railroad, on the east by Neville 
street, and on the south and west by the Monongahela river, and con- 
sists of parts of the Second and Third Wards, and the Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh, Eighth, Eleventh, Thirteenth and Fourteenth Wards. 

That portion situated in the Second, Third, and Fifth Wards is im- 
proved with manufactories, business, and dwelling-houses, and has, with 
few exceptions, well paved streets and alleys. The larger portion of the 
Sixth Ward is improved with manufactories, business and dwelling- 
houses, the part known as Boyd's Hill being principally unimproved, it 
having been used for the quarrying of stone and for manufacturing brick, 
which has caused large sunken places to be left, making receptacles for 
water during rain fall, which, becoming stagnant, make it unhealthy for 
the surrounding neighborhood. I have had several of these places filled 
up during the past summer. 

The Seventh Ward is nearly all improved with dwelling houses and 
paved streets and alleys. Faber street and Basin alley are the only 
thoroughfares unpaved ; a^id a few lots on Basin alley and on Bedford 
avenue, between Washington and Elm streets, are the only parts of the 
ward unimproved. 

The Eighth Ward is principally improved with dwelling-houses and 
paved streets and alleys, and has also some unimproved property. The 
lots unimproved are on Cliff, Crawford, Vine, and Clark streets, and 
on Centre, Wylie, and Bedford avenues. 

The Eleventh Ward is only partly improved with dwelling-houses and 
paved streets and alleys, a large portion of it being rural property, 
which has been used to some extent for the manufacture of brick, caus- 
ing large excavations, some of which have been filled by the improving 
c 
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of Wylie, Bedford, and Webster avenues. The unpaved alleys are 
McKee*s and Hoffer's alleys. 

The Thirteenth Ward is rural, only a small portion of it being improved 
with pavements and dwellings, the larger portion being of a rough nature, 
consisting of hills and ravines. The hills having contained coal, mining 
has been carried on for a number of years past. In a number of these 
mines the bracings have rotted away, and have left the surface in many 
places in a sunken condition. 

The Fourteenth Ward also consists of a large portion of rural property, 
containing many hills and ravines. That part of it lying west of Brady 
street is improved with manufactories, dwelling-houses, and some few 
paved streets and alleys, but as yet there is a large amount of vacant 
unimproved property, with numberless sunken holes, some of which 
have been partly filled by the grading of Fifth avenue, Forbes and 
Tustin streets. East of Brady street is largely improved with fine resi- 
dences, and extensive grounds surrounding them; it also contains a 
number of tenement and small dwelling houses. 

The general sanitary condition of the district has greatly improved 
during the past year. Many nuisances which had long been a source 
of complaint to the Board of Health, and an annoyance to the com- 
plainants, have been abated. Some have complied promptly with 
orders from the Board, while others waited until legal proceedings were 
instituted before complying with the sanitary laws. 

The dwelling-houses, as a rule, are kept in good condition, being 
occupied by a thrifty class of people, who prefer cleanliness to filth ; 
but there are some in such a dilapidated and filthy condition that the 
only remedy lies in their being torn down. 

The tenement houses are small, and contain from two to ten families 
each. A number of them are old private dwellings, not adapted to the 
purpose for which they are being used, having dark, narrow hallways, 
low ceilings, and small rooms. The ventilation is very poor, many of 
these small rooms having but one door and window ; and in many 
instances families, consisting of four and five persons, occupy but one 
of these rooms. A reform is much needed in this class of tenement 
houses. There is a different class of tenement houses than those 
mentioned above; they are constructed of brick, with front and rear 
buildings joining, and are occupied by people in moderate circum- 
stances, who, for cleanliness will compare favorably with those in better 
circumstances and more favorable surroundings. The only fault I can 
find with this class of tenements is that they are but two rooms in depth, 
with a solid wall separating them, thus preventing thorough ventilation. 

There are twelve slaughter-houses situated in different parts of the 
district, of which I have made careful inspection during the warm season. 
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and found them all in as good condition as could be expected from 
the nature of the business conducted. Some of them are in closely 
built-up localities, consisting principally of dwelling-houses, to one of 
which I will make special reference in order to illustrate. It is situated 
on Ann, near Magee street, and adjoins the property of the Sixth Ward 
Public School. This one, like most of the others, is occupied and 
made use of by several parties in the butchering business, each one of 
whom has the slaughtering, to a greater or less extent, of cattle, hogs, 
&c. Here they have every facilty for, and exercise the greatest care in, 
cleanliness ; but let the facilities be ever so good and the care taken 
ever so great, they cannot but be considered a nuisance, breeding, as 
they do, foul odors at all seasons of the year. 

Yards have been a source of frequent complaint, and in many cases 
I have found them in a very filthy condition, owing to the carelessness 
of the owners or occupants in allowing the accumulation of ashes, gar- 
bage, &c. Some yards were found which were unevenly graded, others 
in which the pavements, having been torn up, left holes in which the 
surface water collected. In such cases orders were given to have them 
graded and repaired, so as to allow the free escape of the surface water 
into the hydrant sink or privy vault. 

The alleys that are graded and paved are generally in a good sanitary 
condition, they receiving the prompt attention of the Street Commis- 
sioners. With those that are neither graded nor paved, I have found 
great trouble in keeping clean, they, in many cases, being made the 
receptacle of ashes, garbage, &c., which, together with a lack of proper 
drainage, keeps them (despite the utmost exertions on my part) in a 
very bad sanitary condition, which can only be remedied by their being 
graded and paved. 

The vacant lots in the built-up part of the district are generally in a 
bad sanitary condition, owing to those living in their immediate vicinity 
using them as a place of deposit for all manner of filth. The owners 
have been notified of the condition of these lots, and have promptly had 
them cleaned, but in a short time they would be in as bad a condition as 
before. They have placed sign boards (as also has the Board of Health), 
prohibiting the depositing of refuse matter on these lots, stating the 
penalty, but with no effect, and so long as they remain as they are they 
will be standing invitations to the surrounding neighborhood to use them, 
would suggest that the Board of Health urge upon Councils the neces- 
sity, as a sanitary measure, of passing an ordinance requiring the 
owners of all vacant unimproved property to have it properly enclosed, 
and thus abate this much-complained-of nuisance. 

The drainage and sewerage of this district is good. The larger part 
of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Wards, being rural property, contain- 
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ing many hills and ravines, has a natural drainage, which runs, eventu- 
ally, either through sewers or natural courses, into the Allegheny and 
Monongahela rivers. That portion situated in the Second, Third, Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Eleventh Wards, has, with the exceptions 
heretofore mentioned of Boyd's Hill and the rural portion of the Elev- 
enth Ward, an almost complete system of sewerage, there being but few 
streets or alleys inaccessible to one or the other of the many sewers. 

I would call your special attention to that building formerly known 
as the American Hotel, owned by the Penn'a R. R. Co., and situated 
on Oak alley, adjoining the Penn*a R. R. Co.'s metal yard on Grant 
street. This building is 85 feet front by 34 feet deep, and three stories 
high. The first or lower floor is occupied exclusively for the storage of 
roofing materials, such as tar, cement, slate, &c. The second and third 
floors contain eleven rooms each. Three rooms on each floor have been 
converted into receptacles for coal, wood, rubbish, &c., leaving sixteen 
rooms, which are occupied at present by ten families. You will per- 
ceive, from the number of rooms and the number of families occupying 
them, some of them consisting of four or five members each, that they 
are very much crowded. But the worst feature of this building is, that 
the owners have made no provision whatever for the accommodation of 
their tenants, in the shape of a privy vault, or place for depositing 
ashes, garbage, &c., consequently the alley and metal yard on which 
this building abuts have been made the receptacle of fecal matter and 
all manner of filth. During the warm season I gave this building and 
locality my special attention, making three and four visits a week, ^» 
felt encouraged at first in my efforts towards a reform, but I have fiy 
concluded that where the necessities made mention of are lackingl 
effort I might make toward a permanent sanitary improvement wou| 
futile, and would recommend that this building in its present condi 
as a tenement house be vacated. 

I have not found one privy in fifty that has been^ 
Some are but excavations made in the ground, c 
constructed box, while others are constructed of] 
all these from the manner of their construction 
the ground surrounding thorn with the filth dep\ 
gases arising therefrom form the cause of many i"^ 
vicinity. These have also been a source of frequl 
having in many instances been found draining into 
In some of these cases they have been cemented ; in 
been removed, and properly constructed of brick an^, 
mented. A number of old dilapidated privy houses have 
and in many instances new ones have been substitutec 
privy vaults have been emptied, disinfected, and cleansed. 
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owners of privy vaults having been notified to have them emptied, have 
instead made sewer connections, with no provision whatever for a proper 
flushing, and the consequence is, that in a short time the sewer becomes 
obstructed and the privy vault as great a nuisance as before. The only 
recommendation that I can offer is that the law in relation to the con- 
struction of privy vaults be strictly enforced. 




TABLE 

Sho^wing the Number and Character of Nuisances abated in Second 

District during the year 1 876. 

No. 

Alleys, filthy 85 

Cellars, " 20 

Dead animals removed 112 

Defective drainage 33 

Drain pipes, leaking 1 

Gutters, filthy 18 

Gutters, obstructed 3 

Garbage and filth thrown on streets 144 

Garbage and filth thrown on vacant lots 66 

Houses, filthy 10 

Houses, infected 28 

Houses, damp 2 

Hog pens, filthy 7 

Infected bedding, <feo., destroyed 24 

Manure heaps 44 

Manure boxes on street 8 

Otlal removed 4 

Ponds of water 14 

Privies, dangerous 4 

Privies, filthy 8 

Privy wells, full 220 

Privy wells, leaking 41 

Privy wells, foul 4 

Roore, leaking 1 

Slaughter houses, filthy I 

SUbles filthy 10 

Sewers, obstructed 22 

Vacant lots, filthy 8 

Water in cellars 30 

Water closets, foul 1 

Water courses, obstructed 7 

Yards, filthy 116 

Miscellaneous, verbal notices 70 

Total 1,165 

ses of Small-pox visited 40 



Respectfully submitted, 

George W. Bracey, 



Sanitary Inspector, 

Second District, 
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Third Sanitary Inspection District 

Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer : 

Sir : — ^I have the honor to present the following report upon the sani- 
tary condition of ray district, together with a summary of inspection 
and other duties performed by me during the year ending December 31, 

1875- 
My field of observation is known as the Third District, and is bounded 

on the north by the Morning Side Road ; on the east by the P. R. R. ; 

on the south by Thirtieth street, and on the west by the Allegheny river. 

The dwelling-houses are in a good sanitary condition, being mostly 
occupied by people in moderate circumstances, who endeavor to keep 
them clean. 

The tenement houses, as a class, are in a good sanitary condition, 
though many need improvement. 

There are twenty-nine slaughter-houses in this district, not one o 
which but is considered a nuisance by those residing in its vicinity. 
There are some in as good condition as could be expected under the 
present circumstances. I would call special attention to those situated 
on Laurel avenue and Boundary street, in what is known as ** Skunk 
Hollow," in the Sixteenth Ward. Some of these houses are constructed 
over the run, and have openings in the floors, where all the refuse and 
offal are deposited for feeding hogs. These establishments are nui- 
sances of the worst kind during the summer months. 

Yards, alleys, and vacant lots frequently become nuisances, especially 
during the summer months, on account of the deposit of slops, garbage, 
and rubbish of all kinds, which are placed upon them by persons living 
in the neighborhood. A number have been notified to desist from 
carrying on this practice, and several notices were served on the owners 
of the property to cleanse them, which, in some cases, were complied 
with. The proper remedy for this evil would be to require owners of' 
unoccupied grounds, especially in the populous wards, to enclose them 
with fences. There are a number of sunken lots in this district, caused 
by the grading of the streets and avenues. Notices have been served 
upon several parties to drain or fill them up ; some have complied 
promptly after being notified ; others in part; and several have refused to 
do anything. 

The drainage and sewerage is good in a portion of the district. 
Below Butler street it is very defective. 
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There are several streets and alleys in this district unpaved, and which 
are very muddy during the wet season, especially Thirty-third street. 

The privy vaults vary from two to thirty feet in depth, and in 
many cases they are constructed without regard to proper location or 
ventilation. 

The stables and manure heaps are a common cause of complaint. 
Manure boxes are frequently placed on sidewalks of back streets and 
alleys, and are often allowed to overflow, and the contents scattered 
around. This practice should be prohibited, and all persons required 
to have their manure boxes placed inside their stables or yards. The 
Citizens Passenger Railway stables are in good condition, having 
recently been thoroughly whitewashed. 



TABLE 

Showing the Number and Character of Nuisances abated in Third 

District, during the year 1 875. 



Alleys, filthy 

Courts, " : 

Cellars, *» 

Dead animals removed 

Defective drainage 

Gutters, filthy 

Gutters, obstruofed 

Garbage and filth thrown on streets 

Garbage and filth thrown on vacant lots. 

Houses, infected 

Houses, damp 

Hog pens, filthy , 

Infected bedding, Ac, destroyed , 

Manure heaps 

Manure boxes on street 

Oftal removed 

Ponds of water , 

Privies, dangerous , 

Privies, filthy 

Privy wells, full 

Privy wells, foul 

Roofs, leaking 

Streets, filthy 

Slaughter houses, filthy 

Stables, filthy 

Sewers, obstructed , 

Vacant lots, filthy 

Water in cellars ." 

Water closets, foul 

Water courses, filthy 

Water courses, obstructed , 

Yards, filthy 

Miscellaneous ' 



No. 

24 

2 

11 

95 

13 

5 

13 

41 

29 

9 

1 

3 

7 

67 

3 

4 

10 

8 

3 

93 

4 

3 

1 

3 

27 

3 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

87 

112 



Total 697 

Cases of Small-pox visited 14 



Respectfully submitted, 

Peter Price, 

Sanitary Inspector , 

Third District. 
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Fourth Sanitary Inspection District 



Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer: 

Sir: — In compliance with Rule 6 for the government of Sanitary 
Inspectors, I submit the following report for the Fourth District for the 
year ending December 31st, 1875 : 

First, boundary of District — ^beginning at the mouth of Haights run 
on the Allegheny river, thence up said river to the City line ; thence by 
said line to the Monongahela river ; thence down said river to the mouth 
of Four-mile run ; thence along said 'run to Neville street; thence by 
Neville street to the line of the Sixteenth Ward ; thence by the line of 
said ward to Liberty avenue ; thence by said avenue to Pearl street ; 
thence by Pearl street to Penn avenue ; thence by Penn avenue to the 
Morning Side road ; thence by said road to Haights run, and thence 
down said run to the place of beginning. Said boundary includes the 
Nineteenth, Twentieth, Twenty-first, Twenty-second and Twenty-third 
Wards. 

More than one-half of the territory included in the above limits is 
very hilly and broken up deep ravines. The level ground comprises the 
East Liberty valley and the strip of bottom land along the Monon- 
gahela river. 

This being a suburban district, the population is largely composed of 
the families of men who do business in the old part of the city. The 
balance includes farmers, gardeners, coal miners, teamsters, laborers, 
retail store-keepers, etc. 

The business conducted in the district includes the manufacture of 
iron, glass, white lead, and the refining of petroleum. There are also 
slaughter-houses, bone-boiling establishments, stock yards, retail stores, 
hotels, and saloons. In the sparsely settled portion of the district are 
many farmers, gardeners, and nursery-men. 

The general sanitary condition of the district is good. 

The sanitary condition of the dwelling houses, with the exception of 
those in a portion of the Nineteenth Ward, where the cellars are filled 
with water, is good. 

The sanitary condition of the tenement' houses is good. 
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The sanitary condition of the slaughter-houses is not good. 

The sanitary condition of the yards, alleys, vacant lots, etc., is as 
good as is possible in their present undrained and unpaved condition. 

There is no artificial sewerage in the district. The natural drainage 
is mainly by Negley's, Haights, Four and Nine-mile runs, and the 
stream flowing through the Thirty-third street sewer. 

In the greater portion of the district, cellars and privy-wells are 
drained by digging down to a stratum of sand or gravel. In a part of 
the Nineteenth Ward this is not practicable, and the cellars and privy 
wells fill rapidly with water. I would recommend that the Inspector be 
empowered in his discretion to allow wells to be tapped. 

It is very difficult to obtain witnesses for the prosecution against the 
proprietors of jslaughter houses. Casual passers-by have a very slight 
interest in their condition, and the neighbors, either from fear of offend- 
ing the proprietors, or from being so accustomed to the odor that they 
fail to perceive it, refuse to testify. 



TABLE 

Showing the Number and Character of Nuisances abated in Fourth 

District, during the year 1 876. 

No. 

Alleys, filthy 68 

Cellars 2 

Dead animals removed 56 

Gutters, filthy 7 

Gutters, obstructed 19 

Garbage and filth thrown on streets 117 

Garbage and tilth thrown on vacant lots 7 

Houses, damp 1 

Hog pens, filthy 13 

Manure heaps/. 12 

Manure boxes on street 20 

Ofl:al removed 4 

Ponds of water 27 

Privies, dangerous 1 

Privy wells, full 62 

Streets, filthy '. 4 

Slaughter houses, filthy 3 

Stables, filthy 8 

Water in cellars 40 

Water courses, filthy 9 

Water courses, obstructed 19 

Yards, filthy 3 

Miscellaneous verlaal notices 4 



Total 516 



Respectfully submitted, 

J. J. Lawson, 

Sanitary Inspector, 

Fourth District, 



34 Annual Reports of 



Fifth Sanitary Inspection District 



Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer : 

Sir: — In accordance with a resolution recently passed by the Board 
of Health, making it the duty of the Sanitary Inspectors to report annu- 
ally, I submit the following : 

My field of labor is known as the Fifth district, and is bounded as 

« 

follows, viz : On the north by the Monongahela river ; on the east and 
south by the township of Lower St. Clair, and on west by the borough 
of Beltzhoover, Thirty-second Ward, and Thirtieth Ward to Manor 
street, and thence by Twelfth street to the Monongahela river. The 
wards comprised in the above boundaries are the Twenty-fourth, 
Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, and Thirty- 
first. 

The topography of each ward differs. About one-half of the Twenty- 
fourth Ward extends up the hill-side ; and a deep ravine, through which 
flows a stream of water, divides this part of the ward into almost equal 
parts. The remaining portion of this ward is almost level, and that 
portion between Carson street and the river is mostly made ground, the 
filling consisting of cinders from rolling mills, etc. 

The Twenty-fifth Ward was formerly swampy. Since the streets have 
been graded, those portions that have not been built upon remains as 
ponds. These ponds act as reservoirs for water during the rainy season. 
This water during the hot season, being stagnant, becomes a source of 
offence to the neighborhood. A portion of the water from these ponds 
soaks through the ground and fills, or partially fills, the cellars in the 
vicinity. These ponds are being gradually filled up with cinders from 
the glass-houses, and with the excavation from cellars. 

The Twenty-sixth Ward is level, its original state, excepting a strip 
along the west side of Twenty-first street, from Sarah street to the 
Monongahela river. The remarks regarding Twenty-fifth Ward are 
applicable to this part of the Twenty-sixth. 

The Twenty-seventh Ward is situated on the hill-side above the 
Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth Wards. It is divided into three parts by 
two ravines. The natural drainage in this Ward is good. 

The Twenty-eighth Ward is nearly level, there having been but little 
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filling done here. The great trouble in this ward is that the streets are 
too level, there being not enough fall from the middle of each square to 
cause the water in the gutters to run off. The gutters, to be kept in 
proper condition, should be swept. 

The Thirty-first is one of the hill Wards, a portion of which is under- 
mined by the removal of the coal. 

The upper portion of the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, and Twenty- 
eighth Wards, that is, the portion lying along the foot of the hill, is wet, 
owing to the many springs which exist along the hill-side. As there 
are no sewers in this neighborhood, the swampy condition of the ground 
makes the cellars in the vicinity damp and unhealthy. 

The streets, as a general thing, are wide and the houses not densely 
crowded. There are, however, some tenement houses, and these are 
poorly ventilated. I do not think they can be improved in this respect 
without being rebuilt, and I would suggest in this connection, that the 
plans of all tenement houses be submitted to the Building Inspector for 
his approval before being erected. In this way the poor, who have to 
reside in these houses, will be protected. 

There are about twenty slaughter-houses in the district. These are 
kept in as good condition as places of that character can be. Eight of 
this number run their refuse matter into the sewers, while the remainder 
empty it into the river. Although some of these slaughter-houses are 
surrounded by dwellings, it is very seldom that any complaints are made. 

There are a great many vacant lots in the district, and they are 
a greater source of trouble than anything else ; being used as the recep- 
tacles for all manner of filth and garbage. This filth is deposited upon 
them in the night, or early morning, and it is almost impossible to 
detect the guilty parties. The only way to remedy this evil is for the 
Board of Health to compel owners of vacant lots to enclose them with 
fences. Many of these vacant lots are below the level of the streets, 
and the owners encourage persons to deposit their offal here, in order to 
fill them up, regardless of the unhealthy character of the filling ma- 
terial. 

Sewers are necessary for the proper drainage of the cellars along the 
foot of the hill in the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, and Twenty-eighth 
Wards. 

As the sewers in this district are without a sufficient supply of water 
to cleanse them, I would suggest that the privies that are allowed to 
drain into them be closed, and that butchers be prohibited from throw- 
ing their refuse matter into them. 

The night soilers empty their tanks from a dump boat immediately 
above a large rolling mill, and as the water that is drawn up into the 
mill is used for drinking by the men employed in the mill, it becomes a 
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serious matter. This dump is also used by the butchers as a place to 
dump their refuse matter. 

As the business is at present conducted there is no alternative but to 
use the dump boat. 

There are in this district seven public school buildings, all of which 
I have visited, in company with a director from each sub-district. I find 
them all (except the Twenty-fourth Ward school building) in good con- 
dition, and not over-crowded with pupils. Wickersham district (the one 
noted above) is in a very bad condition ; the ceilings are low, the rooms 
are small and over-crowded with pupils, and the ventilation is very 
poor. 



TABLE 

Showing the Number and Character of Nuisances abated in Fifth 

District during the year 1875. 

No. 

36 

33 



Alleys, filthy. 
Cellars 



Dead animals removed 

Gutters, filthy 

Gutters, obstructed 

Garbaf^e and filth thrown on streets 

Garbage and filth thrown on vacant lots, 

Houses, infected 

Hoff pens, filthy 

Inrected bedding, <feo., destroyed ,. . . 

Manure heaps \ 

Manure boxes on street 

Offal removed 

Ponds of water 

Privies, dangerous 

Privies, filthy 

Privy wells, full 

Privy wells, leaking 

Privy wells, foul 

Roofs, leaking 

Streets, filthy 

SlaiiRhter houses, filthy 

Stables, filthy 

Vacant lots, filthy 

Water in cellars 

Water courses, filthy 

Water courses, obstructed 

Yards, filthy 

Miscellaneous verbal notices 



95 
36 
31 
63 
31 

7 
10 

3 
31 

6 
14 
13 

1 

12 
215 

6 

8 
16 
21 

6 
20 
24 
38 
21 
35 
42 
142 



Total 1,016 

Cases of Small-pox visited 11 



Respectfully submitted, 

Nicholas Jones, 

Sanitary Inspector, 

Fifth District. 
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Sixth Sanitary Inspection District 



Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
Crosby Gray, Health Officer : 

Sir : — ^In compliance with a resolution passed by the Board of 
Health, making it the duty of each Inspector to report, at the close of 
his term, a summary of the work performed by him, I have the honor 
to present the following report : 

The Sixth district comprises the south-west portion of the city, 
namely, the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty-second, Thirty-third, 
Thirty-fourth, Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth Wards ; and is bounded oni 
the north by the Ohio and Monongahela rivers ; on the east by the 
Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, and Thirty-first Wards ; on the south 
by Lower St. Clair and Union townships, and Beltzhoover borough, and 
on the west by Union and Chartiers townships. 

This district is naturally divided into two divisions — the low and flat, 
and the elevated or hill portion. The low part comprises the Twenty- 
ninth, Thirty-third, and Thirty-fourth, and portions of the Thirtieth, 
Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth Wards. The hill, or elevated portion, 
comprises the Thirty-second Ward, and portions of the Thirtieth, 
Thirty-fifth, and Thirty-sixth Wards. 

The Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Wards are wet and marshy, being 
low and full of springs. The ground is the natural formation, there 
being but few fills. 

The Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth Wards lie between Mount Wash- 
ington and Coal Hill (which tower above them three or four hundred 
feet) and the Ohio and Monongahela rivers, and are composed chiefly of 
ground formed by the deposit of cinders and ashes from the rolling 
mills and glass factories in the vicinity. 

The Thirty-second Ward is the highest portion of the district, and is 
rough and uneven. A portion of this Ward is used for agricultural and 
dairy purposes, as is also a portion of the Thirty-fifth. 

The Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth Wards are very rough, being located 
on the banks of Sawmill run, which is the largest stream within the 
city limits. This stream forms an excellent natural conduit for sew- 
erage, but should be permanently located so that sewers may be directed 
into it. Portions of these Wards are steep and precipitous, while other 
portions are level. Much of the flat portion of the Thirty-sixth Ward 
has been filled by earth and cinders from other places. The district 
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contained, by the census of 1870, sixteen thousand. The population is 
now probably over twenty thousand. Its area is 5 ^ square miles, or 
three thousand three hundred and sixty acres. Its length is 3j^ miles 
along the rivers, by i^ miles in width. 

The inhabitants are employed chiefly in the iron mills and glass 
factories of the district. Yet quite a large number are engaged in 
mining coal and other occupations. 

The business carried on is chiefly manufacturing, iron and glass being 
the principal. Yet, there are other important industries, such as mining 
coal and stone, manufacturing salt, oils, soap, flour, lead, &c. There 
are six flint-glass houses, eight window-glass houses, and two bottle 
houses, making in all sixteen. Of iron mills there are eleven, and 
of steel two ; there are also three planing mills, one large nut factory, 
three foundries, one large distillery, &c. 

The sanitary condition of the district is tolerably good. The streets 
are not what could be desired, but there is a marked improvement over 
their former condition. Many of the streets are unpaved, and, of 
course, can not be kept in good order. 

The sanitary condition of the dwellings is generally good. The 
tenement houses, however, in many places are a disgrace to the owners 
and to the city. They are constructed in some localities one above the 
other; one family occupying the first floor, another the second, &c. 
The odors of cooking and washing from the lower apartments rise 
through all the buildings, as also unpleasant odors from the bed cham- 
bers, and often from the filth of the family. Not only do those who are 
compelled from necessity to live over such persons, suffer from the 
noxious gases, but often they are compelled to inhale the fumes from 
loathsome diseases. I do not propose to classify all the tenement houses 
in this category ; many are not liable to the above objections. Perhaps 
the best remedy for the above evils would be to have them torn down 
and rebuilt ; but this, of course, is not practicable. 

There are eleven slaughter-houses in this district, the amount of busi- 
ness averaging from two to five head of cattle per week each, aside from 
sheep, hogs, &c. These places are situated widely apart, which renders 
daily inspection (which they require during the warm weather) difficult. 
Their sanitary condition, however, has been good, as there have been 
but three or four complaints concerning them during the year. 

The condition of the yards, alleys, and vacant lots is as good as could 
be expected under the circumstances. They are, however, made the 
receptacle of ashes, garbage, &c., which makes their sanitary condition 
less perfect than it would otherwise be. 

The drainage in a large portion of this district could not be more 
desirable, the natural formation of the land being hilly and uneven, 
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and traversed for a long distance by Sawmill run, and washed on the 
one side by the Monongahela river, both of which streams run rapidly, 
and down to whose banks in most places the land slopes or forms a 
precipice, which renders the natural drainage complete. Still, in some 
parts there is much need of artificial drainage, as in the Twenty-ninth 
and Thirtieth Wards, there is considerable low, flat and swampy land. 
These wards comprise the only ague-producing region of my district. 
The sewerage is entirely inadequate. In many portions there are no 
sewers whatever. These wards comprise the flat portions of the district, 
and have but little natural drainage. There are but two sewers, and 
these are not more than one fourth of a mile in length. 

There are nine separate public school buildings, containing fifty-six 
school rooms, with an enrollment of about twenty-four hundred pupils. 
These schools I found in good sanitary condition. The appliances for 
ventilation I found to be good, with a few exceptions, viz., the base- 
ment rooms of first primaries in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-sixth 
Wards, which are unsuited for school rooms. In the Thirty-fifth Ward 
there are three buildings, all of which are unfit for school rooms on 
account of size and age. The proper authorities are taking steps 
towards erecting a suitable building. 

While the general condition of the district is better than it has been, 
there still exist conditions which demand efficient action. Foremost 
among these is the sewerage of the flat part of the district. I would 
recommend that measures be taken to have a sewer constructed on Sixth 
street, from Manor street to the river ; also, that measures be adopted to 
ascertain the best manner of draining the Twenty-ninth Ward, and to 
have sewers constructed as soon as practicable. 

On account of poor construction, and the neglected condition of 
the pavements, nuisances arising from filth and stagnant waste water 
have been common occurrences. Badly constructed, carelessly graded, 
and worn out gutters, misplaced curb-stones, and defective cross-gutters, 
are the cause of most serious nuisances, which to remedy would necessi- 
tate heavy expense, inasmuch as it would require the regrading and 
repaving of the streets. But the same end might be attained by the 
adoption of a better system of street cleaning and repairing. A very 
common nuisance arises from the condition of the privy wells, which, 
in many cases, are full to overflowing and in a most filthy state, render- 
ing the atmosphere unhealthy and having a tendency to cause sickness. 
The almost total absence of water closets in this district necessitates the 
use of cesspools, which, in many cases, are faulty in construction and 
almost constant sources of nuisance from leakage into surrounding soil, 
and from frequent overflow because of filling with water from the 
springs in the neighborhood. 
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At present, frequent cleaning and disinfection are the only means of 
abating these nuisances. They might be abated permanently by the use of 
a system of sewerage which would carry away the surplus and waste water. 

Another source of annoyance throughout the district is the throwing 
of garbage, ashes, and all kinds of material on vacant lots. To abate 
this nuisance requires the co-operation of the offenders, because as soon 
as the Inspector has left the neighborhood they commit acts which pro- 
duce the nuisances. Such co-operation cannot under existing circum- 
stances be secured, since the removal of such garbage, ashes, &c., to the 
river, must be done at considerable expense and labor. It would, 
therefore, seem to require a system of public scavenging, to remedy the 
evil. 



TABLE 

Showing the Number and Character of Nuisances abated in Sixth 

District, during the year 1 876. 

No. 

34 

1 

6 

136 

22 

1 

50 

15 



Alleys, filthy 

Courts, filthy 

Cellars, filthy 

Dead animals removed. 

Defective drainage 

Drain pipes, leaking 

Gutters, filthy 

Gutters, obstructed 



Garbage and filth thrown on streets 139 

Garbage and filth thrown on vacant lots 

Houses, infected 

Hog Pens, filthy 

Infected bedding, <fec., destroyed 

Manure heaps 

Oftal removed 

Ponds of water 

Privies, dangerous 

Privies, filthy 

Privy wells, full . 

Privy wells, leaking 

Privy wells, foul 

Streets, filthy 

Slaughter houses, filthy 

Stables, filthy 

Sewers, obstructed 

Vacant lots, filthy 

Water in cellars 

Water closets, foul 

Water courses, filthy 

Water courses, obstructed 

Yards, filthy 

Miscellaneous, verbal notic6s 



62 
3 

22 

3 

24 

4 

4 

6 

4 

192 

6 

52 

11 

2 

5 

12 

14 

28 

2 

2 

1 

82 

104 



Total 1,048 

Cases of Small-pox, visited 8 



Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Fording, 

Sanitary Inspector^ 

Sixth District, 
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Report of Registrar 



OF 



VITAL STATISTICS. 



Office of the Board of Health, 1 
Pittsburgh, January, 1876. \ 

To the President and Member s\ 
of the Board of Health, ]" 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to present the following report 
upon the Vital Statistics of the City of Pittsburgh for the year ending 
December 31, 1875 • 

During the past three years the mean rate of mortality of the city has 
been steadily diminished. The death rate, which for 1873 was 26.46, 
was reduced in 1874 to 24.68, and in 1875 ^^ 21.12 per 1,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

A corresponding reduction has also occurred in the birth rate. Thus 
the rate for 1873 was 38.91, that for 1874 was 37.11, and that for 1875 
was 35.2 1 per 1,000 inhabitants. 

A still greater reduction is noticed in the marriage rate. For 1873 
the mean rate was 26.80. For 1874 it was 22.38, and for 1875, ^7-03 
per 1,000 inhabitants. 



The annexed statement exhibits the Number of Births, Marriages, and 

Deaths for the past three years. 



YEARS. 



Births. 



1873 
1874 
1876 



5,175 
5,084 
4,930 



Marriages. 



Deaths. 



1,782 
1,533 
1,192 



3,519 
3,381 
2,957 



The citizens of Pittsburgh have reason to feel grateful that, in addition 
to the financial distress of the past year, they have not been compelled 
to bear the burden of excessive sickness. No disease has prevailed 
epidemically. This is the more fortunate in view of the fact that it is 

D 
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during periods of financial distress that infectious diseases are more apt 
to prevail, because of the invasion of the city by '* tramps/' and the 
greater concentration of the indigent class in cheaper and less healthy 
tenements. 

By order of the Board of Health, ninety-four certificates of death 
were furnished by the Registrar during the year. These certificates 
relate to persons who died without a physician in attendance during 
their last illness. The circumstances attending these deaths were such 
that investigation by the Coroner was not deemed necessary. 

The Registrar desires to express his obligations to the officials of the 
U. S. Signal Service, Pittsburgh station, for comprehensive reports upon 
meteorology. 

FIRST, OR WINTER QUARTER OF 1875. 

Thirteen Weeks, ending Saturday, April 3. 

During this period there were registered 1,364 births and 262 mar- 
riages, being 88 births more, and 76 marriages less, than for the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1874. The deaths amounted to 818, an excess of 
5 over the winter quarter of 1874. 

meteorology. 

The mean temperature of January was 23.3°, being 9^ lower than the 
average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 

The maximum temperature was 51° on the 28th, and the minimum 
temperature was — 12° (12° below zero) on the loth. Monthly range, 
63°. Rain or snow fell upon seventeen days to the amount of 2.18 
inches, against an average of 3.03 inches for the corresponding month 
of the previous two years. Prevailing wind north-west. Total number 
of miles traveled, 4,407. The inean reading of the barometer was 
30.206 inches; the highest, 30.665 inches, and the lowest, 29.613 inches. 
Monthly range, 1.052 inches. The mean degree of humidity was 74.7 
(saturation being represented by 100). 

The mean temperature of February was 21.6°, being 10.1° lower than 
the average from the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 70° on the 24th, and the minimum 
temperature was — 10° (10° below zero) on the 15th. Monthly range, 
80^. Rain or snow fell upon twelve days to the amount of 1.57 inches, 
against an average of 3. 11 inches for the corresponding month of the 
previous two years. Prevailing wind north-west. Total number of 
miles traveled, 5,265. The mean reading of the barometer was 30.119 
inches; the highest, 30.686 inches, and the lowest 29.461 inches. 
Monthly range, 1.225 inches. The mean degree of humidity was 71.5. 

The mean temperature of March was 35.6°, being 2° lower than the 
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average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. The 
maximum temperature was 79° on the 31st, and the minimum 
temperature was 11° on the 2 2d. Monthly range, 68°. Rain or 
snow fell upon thirteen days to the amount of 3.45 inches, against an 
average of 3.40 inches for the corresponding month of the previous 
two years. Prevailing wind north-west. Total number of miles 
traveled, 4,806. The mean reading of the barometer was 30.022 
inches; the highest, 30.502 inches, and the lowest 29.266 inches. 
Monthly range, 1.236 inches. The mean degree of humidity was 74.2. 
The mean temperature of the Quarter was 26.8°, being 7° lower 
than the average for the corresponding quarter of the previous two 
years. The maximum temperature was 79° on March 31st, and the 
minimum temperature was — 12° (12*^ below zero) on January loth. 
Rain or snow fell upon forty- two days to the amount of 7.20 inches, 
against an average of 9.55 inches for the corresponding quarter of the 
previous two years. The greatest atmospheric pressure, 30,686 inches, 
occurred on February 9th ; the least, 29,266 inches, on March 15th, the 
mean being 30.116 inches. The greatest degree of humidity was 100 
per cent, in nearly all heavy or continuous rains and snows, the least 
degree, 25 per cent., on March 31st, and the mean degree 73.5 percent. 
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TABLE No. III. 

Deaths from General Diseases [A.] Daring the Winter Quarter ending 

Aprils. 1876. 


WARDS. 


OQ 

3 
SL 

i 

X 

• 


CD 
OQ 

• 


CD 




tr 
CD 

3. 
P 

• 

2 


s 
8 

• 





C 

CD 

a' 
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B 
CD 
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tr 
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CD 
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CI pt- 

is 

• OQ 
CD 

00 

P 

a 

CD 

0. 
1 


a- 

is 

>&• 
• ^' 

i 

CD 
CD 


u 

CD 
SO 

B 
S 

CD 
QD 

• 


Percentage of deaths from 
diseases comprised in G1a.ss 
A. on total mortality. 


First 




1 

2 
1 


• • • • 

1 


1 
1 
1 


1 


6 
4 
2 
1 
6 
8 
3 
2 
2 
1 
9 
7 
5 
7 
4 
9 
6 
2 
4 
7 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 

10 
6 
3 
2 
6 
1 
9, 


29 
17 
13 
11 
34 
44 
31 
26 
21 

7 
39 
48 
27 
34 
22 
32 
.31 
11 
22 
21 
24 

9 
13 
19 
23 
30 
22 
20 
13 
21 

6 
12 


20.69 
23.53 
15.38 
9.09 
17.65 
18.18 
9.68 
7.69 
9.52 
14.28 
23.08 
14.58 
18.52 
20.59 
18.18 
28.12 
19.35 
18.18 
18.18 
33.33 
12.50 
11.11 
23.08 
10.53 
4.35 
33.33 
27 27 
15.00 
15.38 
28.57 
16.67 
16.67 

12.50 
33 33 
17.65 
18.18 


Second 






Third 










• • • • 


Fourth 








1 


Fifth 






4 
2 

1 
1 


2 










Sixth 


2 




2 








2 
1 


Seventh 






1 


Eighth 










1 

2 




Ninth 
















Tenth 




1 














Eleventh , 




4 
1 
3 

5 
4 
4 

2 




2 
3 


2 
1 
1 
1 


1 






Twelfth 


1 
1 






1 


Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenth 






1 
















Sixteenth 






"2 


1 

• • • • 


3 
1 






1 
1 


Seventeenth 










Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 


1 




1 






3 
5 
2 










1 


Twentieth 




.... 
1 


1 










Twentv-first 












1 


Twentv-second . . 








• • • • 


1 
1 






Twentv-third .... 






2 

1 












Twentv-fourth.. . 








1 








Twentv-fifth 


"**l"" 


1 
1 
2 
3 








Twentv-sixth .... 


1 


6 
2 


1 
1 


1 


1 






Twenty-seventh.. 
Twentv-eiffhth . . 


"l\/.[\ 
















Twentv-ninth . . . 






1 
2 

1 
2 


• ■ • • 

1 


1 








Thirtieth 






2 






1 


Thirtv-first 


' 






Thirtv-second. . . . 


1 














Thirtv-third .... 


















8 


Thirtv-fourth. . . . 


1 
,,..1. 








1 








1 

1 
3 
2 


8 

3 

17 

11 

779 
39 


Thirty-fifth 






1 
'2 












Thirtv-sixth 










1 
1 

29 

2 
31 








Thirtv-seventh . . 






1 
12 


13 


4 






Total 

Hospitals and in- 
stitutions 

Total 


6 

5 
11 


2 

t • • • 

2 


65 

3 

68 


1 


10 

1 
11 


142 
11 


18.23 
28.20 






: 4 

1 


1 


12 


13 


153 18I8 

1 


18.70 
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TABLE NO. IV. 

Comparative Mortality of Winter Quarter. 

1873 

Small- pox 19 

Measles 1 

Scarlet fever 11 

Diphtheria 11 

Hooping cough 9 

Enteric fever 25 

Cerebro-spinal fever 26 

Erysipelas 11 

Puerperal diseases 17 

Diarrheal diseases 17 

Consumption 77 

Pneumonia 60 

Bronchitis and congestion of lungs 44 

Croup 4 

Persons 70 years of age and over. , 50 

Children under five years of age 331 



1874 


1875 


• • • • 


11 


31 


2 


61 


69 


10 


12 


12 


13 


45 


30 


8 


4 


4 


5 


2 


4 


19 


32 


82 


100 


104 


102 


83 


50 


8 


9 


43 


63 


397 


389 



MORTALITY OF THE WINTER QUARTER. 

The deaths during these three months exceeded those in the previous 
quarter by 67, and tlie average of the corresponding quarter of the 
previous two years by 5 1 . The opening of the year was immediately 
signalized by an unusual rise in mortality — from 48 to 70 weekly. This 
high death rate was occasioned principally by the remarkable fatality 
from consumption and local affections of the respiratory organs. 100 
deaths were referred to consumption and 102 to pneumonia, against 79 
and 45 during the previous quarter. Diarrheal diseases were somewhat 
more prevalent than ordinarily at this season. As compared with the 
previous quarter, there was a considerable diminution in the mortality 
from typhoid fever, diphtheria, whooping cough, and scarlet fever; the 
latter disease causing but 68 deaths against 94 for the previous quarter. 
Small-pox, which was entirely absent during the year 1874, caused 11 
deaths during this quarter. 

As usual, during this period of low temperature, persons of advanced 
age suffered to an unusual extent. 



SECOND, OR SPRING QUARTER OF 1875. 



THIRTEEN WEEKS, ENDING SATURDAY APRIL 3. 

During this period there were registered 1,127 births and 329 mar- 
riages, being 68 births and 80 marriages less than for the corresponding 
quarter of 1874. The deaths amounted to 686, a decrease of 62 as 
compared with the spring quarter of 1874. 
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meteorology. 

The mean temperature of April was 46.5°, being higher by 9° than 
the average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 82° on the 8th, and the minimum tem- 
perature was 14° on the i8th. Monthly range, 68°. Rain or snow fell 
upon thirteen days to the amount of 2.09 inches, against an average of 
5.10 inches for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
Prevailing wind north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 4,481. 
The mean reading of the barometer was 29.958 inches; the highest, 
30.388 inches, and the lowest 29.352 inches. Monthly range, 1.036 
inches. The mean degree of humidity was 61.2. 

The mean temperature of May was 62°, being higher by 6° than the 
average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. The 
maximum temperature was 93° on the 8th, and the minimum tempera- 
ture was 34° on the 3d. Monthly range, 59°. Rain fell upon fifteen 
days to the amount of 2.79 inches, against an average of 2.79 inches 
for the corresponding month of the previous two years. Prevailing 
wind, west and north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 4,709. 
The mean reading of the barometer was 29.927 inches. The highest 
30.393 inches, and the lowest 29.254 inches. Monthly range, 1.139 
inches. The mean degree of humidity was 50.1. 

The mean temperature of June was 70.2°, being 2.7° lower than the 
average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. The 
maximum temperature was 95° on the 24th, and the minimum tempera- 
ture was 43° on the 13th. Monthly range 52°. Rain fell upon twelve 
days to the amount of 2.85 inches, against an average of 1.99 inches for 
the corresponding month of the previous two years. Prevailing wind 
south-west and north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 3,814. 
The mean reading of the barometer was 29.943 inches; the highest 
30.242 inches, and the lowest 29.741 inches. Monthly range, .501 
inches. The mean degree of humidity was 62.3. 

The mean temperature of the Quarter was 59.6°, being 2° lower than 
the average for the corresponding quarter of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 95° on June 4th, and the minimum 
temperature was 14° on April i8th. Rain or snow fell upon forty days 
to the amount of 7.73 inches, against an average for the corresponding 
quarter of the previous two years of 9.89 inches. The greatest atmo- 
spheric pressure, 30.392 inches, occurred on May i6th ; the least, 29,- 
254 inches, on May ist, the mean being 29.942 inches. The greatest 
degree of humidity was 100 per cent, on May ist ; the least degree, 17 
per cent, on May 6th, and the mean degree, 60.4 per cent. 
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TABLE No. VII. 

Deaths from General Diseases [A.1 During tlie Spring Quarter ending 
July S. 1875. 
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TABLE No. VIII. 

Comparative Mortality of Spring Quarter. 



Small-pox , 

Measles , 

Scarlet fever , 

Diphtheria 

Whooping cough 

Enteric fever 

Cerebro-spinal fever 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal diseases 

Diarrheal diseases 

Consumption 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and congestion of lungs 

Croup 

Persons 70 years of age and over. . . 
Children under 5 years of age 



1873. 


1874. 


6 




17 


28 


23 


89 
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16 


13 


65 


10 


60 
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12 
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21 
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67 
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43 


68 


37 
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53 


41 
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350 



1875. 



10 
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18 

16 
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62 

98 

41 

27 
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41 

315 



MORTALITY OF THE SPRING QUARTER. 

During these three months the total deaths amounted to 686 ; less by 
132 than those of the winter quarter, and less by 127 than the average 
of the corresponding quarter of the previous two years. Small-pox 
prevailed to nearly the same extent as in the previous quarter, causing 
10 deaths. 

As compared with the previous quarter, a considerable decrease is noted 
in the mortality from typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and diphtheria, while 
measles, cerebro-spinal fever, and puerperal diseases show a tendency to 
increase. The same was true of diarrheal diseases under the influence of 
early heat. The high mortality from pneumona continued until May. 
The deaths among children under five years of age exhibits about the 
same percentage as in the corresponding quarter of 1874, and among 
persons over seventy years of age they were one-half per cent, greater. 

THIRD, OR SUMMER QUARTER OF 1875. 

Thirteen Weeks, ending Saturday, October 2. 

During this period there were registered 1,245 births and 296 mar- 
riages, being 55 births and 97 marriages less than for the corresponding 
quarter of 1874. The deaths amounted to 889, a decrease of 23 1 as com- 
pared with the summer quarter of 1874. 

meteorology. 

The mean temperature of July was 72.9^, being 1.5° lower than the 
average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. The 
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maximum temperature was 95° on the 5th, and the minimum tempera- 
ture was 57° on the 28th. Monthly range, 38°. Rain fell upon nine- 
teen days to the amount of 5.27 inches, against an average of 5.56 
inches for the corresponding month of the previous two years. Prevail- 
ing wind north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 3,345. The 
mean reading of the barometer was 29.93 inches; the highest, 30.26 
inches, and the lowest 29.65 inches. Monthly range, .61 inches. The 
mean degree of humidity was 70.8. 

The mean temperature of August was 69.8^, being 1.4° lower than 
the average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 87° on the 31st, and the minimum 
temperature was 54° on the 23d. Monthly range, 33°. Rain fell upon 
nine days to the amount of 2.19 inches, against an average of 3.53 inches 
for the corresponding month of the previous two years. JPre vailing 
wind, north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 3,707. The mean 
reading of the barometer was 29.96 inches; the highest, 30.284, and 
the lowest, 29.600 inches. Monthly range, .684 inches. The mean 
degree of humidity was 69.8. 

The mean temperature of September was 65.5°, being .1° higher 
than the average for the corresponding month of the previous two 
years. The maximum temperature was 92^ on the 9th, and the minimum 
temperature was 36^ on the 24th. Monthly range, 56°. Rain fell 
upon eleven days to the amount of 2.56 inches, against an average of 
2.25 inches for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
Prevailing wind, north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 3,935. 
The mean reading of the barometer was 30.01 inches, the highest 30.394 
inches, and the lowest 29.568 inches. Monthly range, .826 inches. 
The mean degree of humidity was 66.8. 

The mean temperature of the Quarter was 69.4°, being 9° lower than 
the average for the corresponding quarter of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was Q5°on July 5th, and the minimum 
temperature was 36° on Sept. 24th. Rain fell upon thirty-nine days to 
the amount of 10.02 inches, against an average, for the corresponding 
quarter of the previous two years, of 11.39 inches. The greatest atmo- 
spheric pressure, 30.394 inches, occurred on September 23d, the least, 
29.568 inches, on September i6th, the mean being 29.96 inches. The 
greatest degree of humidity was 100 per cent, on July 20th; the least 
degree, 28 per cent, on September 8th, and the mean degree 69.1 per 
cent. 
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TABLE No. XI. 

Deaths flrom General Diseases (A.) during the Summer Quarter 

ending Oct. 2, 1876. 
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Total deaths from diseases 
included in class A. 

All other diseases included 
in class A. 


Total deaths from all causes. 


Percentage of deaths from 
diseases comprised in class 
A. on total mortality. 
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TABLE No. XII. 
Comparatiye Mortality of Stunmer Quarter. 



Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Diphtheria 

Whooping cough 

Enteric fever 

Gerebro-spinal fever 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal diseases 

Diarrheal diseases 

Consumption 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and congestion of lungs, 

Croup '. 

Persons 70 years of age and over 

Children under 5 years of age 



1873. 


1874. 


1875. 
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19 
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35 


69 


53 


11 


17 


18 


23 


39 


19 


61 


27 


36 
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67 


76 
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24 


12 


25 


23 


16 
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44 


40 


41 
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672 


545 



MORTALITY OF SUMMER QUARTER. 

During these three months the total deaths amounted to 889, being 
less by 231 than the average for the corresponding quarter of the previous 
two years. Small-pox was almost entirely suppressed, but one death 
from this cause occurring in the Municipal Hospital. As compared 
with the previous quarter, a large decrease is noted in the mortality 
from acute diseases of the respiratory organs and consumption, and a 
slight decrease in that from measles and cerebro-spinal fever. The 
record for these three months exhibits the usual high rate of mortality 
from diarrheal diseases — 238 against 62 during the previous quarter. 
Scarlet fever pursued the even tenor of its way without perceptible 
increase or decrease, while diphtheria caused three times as many deaths 
as in the previous quarter, and typhoid fever more than doubled its 
mortality. 

There were 545 deaths of children under five years of age, making 
61.30 per cent, of the total mortality for the quarter, against an average 
of 62.34 per cent, for the corresponding quarter of the previons two 
years. 

FOURTH, OR AUTUiMNAL QUARTER OF 1875. 
Twelve Weeks and Six Days, ending Friday, December, 31ST. 

During this period there were registered 1,194 births and 305 
marriages, being 119 births and SS marriages less than for the correspond- 
ing quarter of 1874. 

The deaths amounted to 564, a decrease of 186 as compared with the 
autumnal quarter of 1874. 

£ 



5 8 Annual Report of 

meteorology. 

The mean temperature of October was 50.2°, being 4.7° lower than 
the average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 77^ on the 6th, and the minimum 
temperature was 31° on the 13th and 14th. Monthly range, 46°. 
Rain or snow fell upon fifteen days to the amount of 2.36 inches, 
against an average of 3.13 inches for the corresponding month of the 
previous two years. Prevailing wind, north-west. Total number of 
miles traveled, 4,862. The mean reading of the barometer was 29.98 
inches; the highest, 30.48 inches, and the lowest 29.35 inches. 
Monthly range, 1.13 inches. The mean degree of humidity was 63.9. 

The mean temperature of November was 38.7°, being 4° higher than 
the average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 62° on the 12th, and the minimum 
temperature was 8° on the 30th. Monthly range, 54°. Rain or snow 
fell upon fourteen days to the amount of 2.96 inches, against an average 
of 2.54 inches for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
Prevailing wind, north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 4,709. 
The mean reading of the barometer was 30.06 inches ; the highest 30.63, 
and the lowest 29.42 inches. Monthly range, 1.21 inches. The mean 
degree of humidity was 69.8. 

The mean temperature of December was 38.3°, being 2.2° higher 
than the average for the corresponding month of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 69° on the 31st, and the minimum 
temperature was 1° on the i8th. Monthly range, 68°. Rain or snow 
fell upon seventeen days to the amount of 3.79 inches, against an 
average of 3.50 inches for the corresponding month of the previous two 
years. Prevailing wind, north-west. Total number of miles traveled, 
5,410. The mean reading of the barometer was 29.95 inches; the 
highest, 30. 46 inches, and the lowest 29.34 inches. Monthly range, i . 1 2 
inches. The mean degree of humidity was 74.8. 

The mean temperature of the quarter was 42.4°, being 3° lower than 
the average for the corresponding quarter of the previous two years. 
The maximum temperature was 77° on October 6th, and the minimum 
temperature was 1° on Decen? er 18th. Rain or snow fell upon forty- 
six days to the amount of 9. 11 inches, against an average for the corres- 
ponding quarter of the previo us two years of 9. 1 8 inches. The greatest 
atmospheric pressure, 30.63 inches, occurred on November 22d; the 
least, 29.34 inches, on December 7th, the mean being 29.997 inches. 
The greatest degree of humidity was 100 per cent, on December 5th ; 
the least degree, 24 per cent, on November 5th, and the mean degree 
69.5 per cent. 
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TABLE No. XV. 

Deaths from General Diseases (A.) during the Autumnal 
Quarter ending December 81, 1876. 
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TABLE No. XVI. 
Comparative Mortality of Autumnal Quarter. 



Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Diphtheria 

"Wnooping cough 

Enteric fever 

Cerebro-spinal fever 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal diseases 

Diarrheal diseases 

Consumption 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and congestion of lungs. 

Croup 

Persons 70 years of age, and over. . . 
Children under 6 years of age 



1873. 



1874. 



10 

63 

42 

9 

40 

3 

5 

11 

34 

81 

55 

44 

15 

49 

346 
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17 

15 

67 
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46 

79 

45 

26 

10 

26 

357 



1875. 



7 

1 

32 

28 

4 

38 

2 

3 

6 

26 

71 

43 

24 

16 

30 

223 



MORTALITY OF AUTUMNAL QUARTER. 

During these three months the total deaths amounted to 564, being 
less by 186 than the average for the corresponding quarter of the pre- 
vious two years. Small-pox, which had almost disappeared during 
August and September, prevailed to a considerable extent during this 
quarter; sixty-four cases and seven deaths were reported, principally 
from the Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth Wards. As compared with the 
previous quarter, there was an increased mortality from small-pox, 
diphtheria, and acute diseases of the respiratory organs, and a decrease 
in scarlet fever, hooping-cough, measles, and diarrheal diseases, while 
typhoid fever showed no increase or diminution. 

There were 223 deaths of children under five years of age, making 
39.54 per cent, of the total mortality, against an average of 46.93 per 
cent, for the corresponding quarter of the previous two years. 

PRINCIPAL METEOROLOGICAL FEATURES OF THE YEAR. 

The mean temperature of the year was 49.5°, being 2.3° lower than 
the average for the previous two years. The maximum temperature 
was 95° on June 24th and July 5th. The minimum temperature was 
-12° (12 below zero) on January loth. Rain or snow fell upon one 
hundred and sixty-seven days to the amount of 34.05 inches, against an 
average of forty inches for the previous two years. The greatest atmo- 
spheric pressure was 30.686 inches on February 9th; the least, 29.254 
inches on March 15th, the mean being 30.005 inches. The highest 
humidity was 100 per cent, on December 5 th ; the lowest 14 per cent, 
on May 20th ; and the mean annual humidity was 67.5 per cent. 
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TABLE No. XVII. 






Comparative Meteorological Statement. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS. 



Below is produced the table compiled last year, with the addition 
of 1875. This table presents an easy comparison of year with year. 
That the death certificates are improving every year is shown by the 
fact of the large reduction of deaths from ** Diseases and conditions un- 
classified," and from ** unknown causes.*' 

It will be observed that there was a large decrease (226) in the 
mortality from "General Diseases (A.)." This was principally due to 
the abatement of scarlet fever, which, commencing in the spring quar- 
ter, continued throughout the year. There was also a heavy reduction 
in the mortality from measles, in the first half of the year, as compared 
with the previous year. The deaths from " General Diseases (B.) ^' were 
but twenty-five less than for the previous year. There will also be 
noticed a decided decrease in the mortality from '* Diseases of the ner- 
vous and respiratory systems," with a correspondingly increased mor- 
tality from ** Diseases of the digestive system." As compared with the 
previous year, there was a reduction of twenty in the number of deaths 
from violence. 
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TABLE No. XYIIl. 



DEATHS FROM 



General diseases ( A.V 
General diseases (B.). 



liOOAIi DISEASES. 

Diseases of the nervous system , . 
Diseases of the circulatory system 
Diseases of the respiratory system 
Diseases of the digestive system. 
Diseases of the urinary system « . 
Diseases of the generative system 
Diseases and conditions unolas- 

sllied 

Violent causes 

Unknown causes , 

Total 
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TABLE No. XIX. 

Consolidated Abstract of Deaths in Pittsburgh, from all causes, Registered for the Twelve Months ending 

December 31, 1876. 
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TABLE No. XIX. Consolidated Abstract of Deaths in Pittsburgh, etc. Continued. 
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TABLE No. XIX — Consolidated Abstract of Deaths in Pittsburgh, etc. Continued. 
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RECAPIT U L ATION. 


DEATHS FBOM 


Percentage of each 

sex on 

total Mortality. 


Per. centage 

of both 

sexes on 

total 
Mortality. 


Males. 


Females. 


General Diseases, (A.) 


12.310 
8.116 

5.918 
1.691 
7.846 
7.203 
0.744 

• ■ • • 

2.942 
6.378 
0.609 

62.767 


13.730 
8.792 

4.768 
1.768 
6.662 
4.903 
0.372 
0.915 
3.483 
1.319 
0.541 


26.040 
16.908 

10.686 
3.449 
14.508 
12.106 
1.116 
0.915 
6.425 
6.697 
1.150 


General Diseases, f B. ) 


LOCAL DISEASES. 

Diseases of the Nervous System 

Diseases of the Circulatory System 

Diseases of the Respiratory System. . 
Diseases of the Digestive System. . . . 

Diseases of the Urinary System 

Diseases of the Generative System. . . . 
Diseases and Conditions unclassified. 
Violent Causes 


Unknown Causes 




Percentage of each Sex on total Mortality, 


47.243 


100 



There occurred during the year 2,957 deaths, a weekly average of 57. 
1,561 were males, and 1,396 females. 1,721 were born in Pittsburgh, 
and 471 in other parts of the United States, making, of native born, a 
total of 2,192. Of this number 2,064 were white, and 128 black. 
765 were born in foreign countries. Of this number, Ireland furnished 
345, Germany 277, England 77, Wales 22, Scotland 13, France 9, and 
Italy 6, the remainder being from other European nationalities and 
Canada. 

Regarding the social condition of the decedents, 1,993 were single, 
804 married, 145 were widowed, and the remainder not stated. 

842 of the decedents were infants under one year of age, and 630 
were children between the ages of one and five years. Thus of the total 
number of decedents, 1,472 (almost one-half) died before attaining the 
fifth anniversary of their birth. These figures represent 49.78 per cent, 
of the total mortality, against 52.52 per cent, for 1874. This is a 
gratifying reduction, but the rate is still in excess of that which prevails 
in other cities. 

Estimating the population at 1 40,000, the death rate was equivalent 
to 21.12 in each thousand inhabitants, against 24.68 for 1874, and 26.46 
for 1873, ^ very decided decrease. This is a satisfactory exhibit when 
compared with the mortality of many other large cities, which present, 
for 1875, 2.n increased death rate over previous years. 
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No improvement has been noted during the year regarding the statis- 
tics of dead-born infants. It is hoped that the improved form of 
certificate, prepared by order of the Board of Health, may be the means 
of causing more satisfactory returns in the future. 

The total number reported during the year was 204, being 6.90 per 
cent, of the total mortality. 

These returns are, no doubt, incomplete, as it is quite certain that 
many cases are disposed of in various ways in order to avoid the 
expense of burial. 



TABLE NO. XX. 

Return of Still Births, showing the Sex and period of Utero-gestation 

Registered during the Twelve Months ending 

December 3 1st, 1876. 



MONTHS. 



January.. 
February, 
March. . . . 



Total, 1st Quarter. 



April. 
May.. 
Jane. 



Total, 2d Quarter. 



July 

August. 

September. 



Total, 3d Quarter. 



October.... 

November. 

December. 



Total, 4th Q^uarter. 



Total for the Year. 



^ 



11 
14 
20 



45 



10 
12 
24 



46 



19 
16 
14 

49 



14 
26 
24 



64 



204 



SEX. 



00 
I— I 



6 

7 

12 



25 



6 

5 

14 



25 



13 

7 
6 



26 



12 
13 
15 



40 



116 



as 



a 



(S 

a 
o 



5 
7 

8 



20 



4 
7 

8 



Period of 
Utero-Gestation. 



19 



6 
8 
7 



21 



2 

13 

9 



24 



cm 
o'o 



84 4 



.a 



c 
o 

1^ 



c 
c 



o 



1'.. 



1.. 

2 



(S 

-•^ 

05 

m 
o 



9 
14 
19 



42 



2.. 
1 1 



1.. 



2 3 



3, 1 



5 3 



9 
11 
21 



41 



19 
14 
13 



46 



14 
23 
21 



58 



3187 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

GENERAL DISEASES (A.). 

The diseases comprised under this head correspond to the " Zymotic 
diseases" of Dr. Farr's classification. 

They caused, during the year 1875, ^ t^*^^^ ^^ 77° deaths, being 26.04 
per cent, of the total mortality from all causes, against 29.46 per cent, 
for the previous year. This heavy reduction was due to the marked 
decrease in the mortality from measles, scarlet fever, typhoid fever, 
whooping-cough, simple cholera, and choleraic diarrhea, while there was 
a moderate increase of the number of deaths from small-pox, diphtheria, 
and the malarial fevers. 

The following table exhibits the number of deaths caused by the 
several diseases comprised in this class during the year 1875, contrasted 
with the year 1874, as also with the average for the years 1 871-2-3 : 



TABLE No. XXL 



DISEASES. 



Chicken-pox 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Typhoid fever 

Typho-malarial fever. 
Cerebro-spinal fever.. 

Typh us fever 

Kemittent fever, . . . . 
Intermittent fever.. . . 

Diphtheria 

Whooping-cough 

Influenza 

Simple cholera 

Choleraic diarrhea . . . 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal fever 

Pyemia 



Total 



Percentage of total mortality. 



Average 

for 
3 veskTSy. 
1871-2-3. 



201 
32 

154 

w » • 

57 

4 

7 

1 

50 

40 

• • » 

9 

202 

16 

8 

8 



880 
31.53 



1874. 



70 
313 
149 

• • • 

18 

» • • 

6 

• • 

53 
79 

• ■ • 

30 

241 

16 

13 

7 



966 
29.46 



1875. 



2^ 

15 

206 

120 

1 

20 

• • • 

6 

2 
64 
54 

1 

12 

208 

15 

13 

2- 



770 
26.04 



As compared with former years, this exhibit is a gratifying one, and 
the public health department may feel a just pride in this heavy reduc- 
tion in the mortality from preventable causes. The mortality is, how- 
ever, still too high, for it will be noticed that a little over one-fourth of 
the total number of deaths was caused by infectious diseases. 
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Table number XXII. exhibits the location, by wards and public in- 
stitutions, of the mortality from infectious diseases, as also the per- 
centage in each on the total mortality. It will be observed that the 
highest percentage (40.91) occurred in the Fifteenth Ward. Of the 66 
deaths occurring in this ward during the year, 27 were from preventable 
diseases, principally scarlet fever. The Sixteenth Ward exhibits the next 
highest percentage (39. 16). Of the 143 deaths reported from this ward, 
56 were from preventable diseases, 35 being from scarlet fever. 



TABLE No. XXII. 

Deaths from General Diseases [A.] during the Twelve Months 

ending December dlst, 1875. 



^ ® 

■Sfl 

■Mm 

o 



WARDS. 



First.. 

Second 

Third.. 
Fourth 

Fifth , . 



Sixth 

Seventh .... 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh... 
Twelfth .... 
Thirteenth. 
Fourteenth 
Fifteenth .. 
Sixteenth .. 



Seventeenth 



Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-flrst.l... 
Twenty-second.. 
Twenty-third.... 
Twenty-fourth . . 

Tweuty-flrth 

Twenty-sixth.... 
Twenty-seventh. 
Twenty-eighth.. 
'I'wenty-nluth . . . 

Thirtieth 

Thirty-first 

Thirty-second . . . 

Thirty-third 

Thirty-fourth... 

Thirty-fifth 

Thirty-sixth 

Thirty-seventh*. 



Total 



HospMsand Inst^ns., 
Total 



17 
12 
29 



15 



hi 
> 



5 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 

10 

6 

12 

16 

35 

12 

2 

6 

9 

13 



205 



15 208 






9 
O 

I 

to 

c 

E 

o 
o 






3 



2 
2 

3i 7 



3 
7 
3 3 
2 2 



64 54 



64 54 



a 

> 

2 
o 



1 
1 
4 
3 
3 
2 
3 
6 
7 
3 
6 
2 



113 



120 



I 



h 

OS 



2 

93 



9\ .fl 



10 
6 
5 



i- 
5° 






3 
2 
1 



U . . . I 



6 
7 
7 
4 
13 
3 
9 

11 



1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 



• • • • • 

4| 1 
5, 1 
4| 4 
o . . . . 
o • • . • 



10 
10: 

'I 

71 
6 
8 
7 
7 
3 
6 
1 
1 



2 
1 
4 

• • < 

3 
2 
3 
1 
1 



i< 



20 



208 



19 

8 

7 
3 

22 

35 
17 
16 
17 
25 
28 
36 
20 
43 
27 
56 

42 

11 
14 
22 
25 

6 
14 
26 
21 
43 
17 
19 
18 
27 
10 
13 

8 
11 

4 
12 

3 



20 207 50 745 



2 I 25 



52 ' 770 



B 

o 
hi 

M 
OS 

.d 

*^ 

c8 

u 



qj^M Ql'^^ 



84 
61 

45 

44 

89 

135 
95 
96 
81 
67 

110 

164 
82 

144 
66 

143 

148 

38 
61 
66 
85 
21 
43 
82 
78 
146 
75 
80 
73 
79 
28 
47 
36 
30 
22 
60 
12 



2816 



141 



2957 



22.62 

13.11 

15.55 
6.82 

24.72 

25.92 
17.89 
16.67 
2.10 
37.31 
25.45 
21.95 
24.39 
29.86 
40.91 
39.16 

28.38 

28.95 
22.95 
33.33 
29.41 
28.57 
32.56 
31.71 
26.93 
29.45 
22.67 
23.75 
24.66 
34.18 
ai.71 
27.66 
22 22 
36.67 
18.19 
20.00 
25.00 



26.46 



17.73 



26.04 



HOSPITALS 
ANP 

INSTITUTIONS. 



5 Homoeopathic Hosp., 11. 
( Central Station, 2. 



t St. Mary's Convent, 1. 
} County Jail, 2. 
Mercy Hospital, 20. 

St.FaursOrph.Asylum,9. 

Pittsburgh Infirmary, 20. 
West Pa. Hospital, 53. 
Municipal Hospital, 9. 



C St. Franclscus Hosp,10. 
< Cliurch Home, 1. 
( Child's Hospital, 1. 



Home for Prot. Women, 2. 



* Ceased registering soon after the beginning of the year. 
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Small-pox — During the intensely cold weather, which, commencing 
December 29th, 1874, continued through January and February, 1875, 
the city was overrun with "tramps/* The ** Young Men's Home " and 
the police station houses throughout the city afforded nightly shelter to 
crowds of these unfortunates who obtained subsistence by roaming the 
streets and begging from door to door during the day. No more 
effective method could possibly be devised for the introduction and 
thorough dissemination throughout the city of small-pox and other in- 
fectious diseases, and in this way small-pox was introduced into the city 
during the winter of 1874-75. 

The epidemic of 1871-72 had spent its force, and the disease "had en- 
tirely disappeared by the middle of May, 1873. No deaths from this 
cause had occurred, and no case had been reported in the city, for 
eighteen months previous to December 28th, 1874. ^^ this date the 
initial case occurred in the person of a "tramp" from the West, who 
was stopping at the Young Men's Home. The case was promptly 
reported to the Health Department, and he was conveyed to the Mercy 
Hospital, which admitted him reluctantly, and, very properly, under 
protest. The sad results of his admission to this institution were soon 
made apparent. The patient died January loth. On January 14th, two 
cases of small-pox and one of varioloid were reported from this hospi- 
tal. One of these cases — a female, aged twenty-six years, died January 
2 2d. On January 26th, another case was reported from this hospital. 
Previous to this event, however, several cases of small-pox and varioloid, 
occurring at widely remote points of the city, were reported to the 
Health Department by various ph)rsicians. During the month of Janu- 
ary, seven cases of small-pox and four of varioloid were reported. 
During February seven cases of small-pox and six of varioloid were re- 
ported, and the managers of the Mercy Hospital, following the example 
of all the other hospitals of the city, very properly, peremptorily 
refused to admit this class of patients, and the disease, while threatening 
to assume the proportions of an epidemic, found the Health Depart- 
ment without a hospital for the care and isolation of persons affected 
with this disease, and, consequently, but illy prepared to successfully 
combat it. In order to meet the emergency, the Board of Health had 
ordered the old building — ^located on the hospital ground — consisting of 
but two small rooms, to be converted into a temporary hospital for the 
reception of small-pox patients. With the additional attachment of a 
kitchen, the necessary preparations were pushed rapidly to completion, 
and by March i8th the building was ready for occupancy, and upon 
that date the first patient was admitted. During March, eighteen 
cases of small-pox and nine of varioloid were reported, of which num- 
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ber, nine, composed of *' tramps," and others who could not be cared 
for at their homes, were placed in the temporary hospital. During 
April, fourteen cases of small-pox and eleven of varioloid were reported. 
Of this number, seventeen were cared for in the hospital. During 
May eight cases of small-pox and four of varioloid were reported, 
of which number six were sent to the hospital. During the month of 
June two cases of small-pox and one of varioloid were reported, all of 
whom were sent to the hospital. During July, one case of small-pox 
was reported and sent to the hospital. During August, one case of 
small-pox was reported and sent to the hospital. During the month of 
September one case of varioloid was reported. During October, one case 
of small-pox and two of varioloid were reported. The small-pox case 
was sent to the hospital. During November, eight cases of small-pox 
and seven of varioloid were reported. A majority of these cases were 
children. One was sent to the hospital. During the month of Decem- 
ber, twenty-seven cases of small-pox and nineteen of varioloid were 
reported, a majority of the cases being children. Of this number 
seven were sent to the hospital. 

The temporary hospital was in use from March i8th to August ist, 
when the new hospital building was completed and ready for occupancy. 

The annexed tabular statement furnishes an exhibit of the operations 
of the hospital during a period of nearly ten months. 



MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL EEPORT FOR 1875, 

OPENED FOR RECEPTION OF PATIENTS, MARCH 1 8. 




MONTHS. 


Cases 
admitted. 


1 


Discharged by 
death. 


Discharged by re- 
covery. 


to 

a 
•^ 

c 

08 

s 

Si 


• 

•s 

o 


• 

1 

B 


March 1 


2 1 7 


9 
17 
6 
3 
1 
1 


3 
1 
2 

**i * 


2 
8 
11 
6 
3 
1 


4 
12 
5 
3 
1 


April 


7 
8 
1 


10 
3 

2 

1 
1 


May 

June 


July 


./ ............................... 

AUGTUSt 




September 




October 


1 


7 


1 
1 
7 


1 


1 




November .' 


December 




2 


' 4' 


Totals 




14 


32 


46 


9 SR 


4 
. 4 


Kemaining in hospital, January 1, . 


1876. . . 
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Of the remaining sixty-two cases of small-pox and fifty of varioloid 
occurring in the city, one case resulted fatally in the Pittsburgh Infirma- 
ry. Of the four cases of small-pox and one of varioloid, treated in the 
Mercy Hospital, two died, leaving as the number treated at their 
homes fifty-seven cases of small-pox and forty-nine of varioloid. Seven- 
teen of these cases resulted fatally. 

Excluding all cases of varioloid, the percentage of mortality was as 
follows : 



WHERE TREATED. 



Municipal Hospital. . . 

Mercy Hospital 

Pittsburgh Infirmary 
Treated at home , 



No. of 

Gases 

Small-pox. 



32 
4 
1 

57 



No. of 
Deaths. 



9 

2 

1 

17 



Pereentage 

of 
Mortality. 



28.12 

60.00 

100.00 

29.82 



Of course results obtained from such meagre data cannot be accepted 
as conclusive. In the Mercy Hospital and Pittsburgh Infirmary, the 
result obtained is entirely worthless, because of the small number of 
cases treated. But in the case of the Municipal Hospital, and those 
treated at home, the comparison is a fair one. The superiority of the 
hospital over the stay-at-home treatment consists entirely in the fact 
that this hospital possesses superior natural advantages for the treatment 
of infectious diseases, the patients being placed under the hygienic con- 
ditions most favorable to recovery. 

Measles. — There were but 15 deaths from this cause against 70 
for the previous year. 14 of these deaths were of children under five 
years of age. 4 occurred in the First Ward, and 2 in the Eighteenth, 
2 were reported in the winter quarter ; 8 in the spring quarter ; 4 in 
the summer quarter; and i in the autumnal quarter, a total of 15, 
being 0.51 per cent, of the total mortality, against 2.07 per cent, for 
1874. 

Scarlet Fever. — ^This was reported as the cause of 208 deaths, 
against 313 for the previous year. 150 of these deaths were of chil- 
dren under five years of age, and 50 were between the ages of five and 
ten years. 35 occurred in the Sixteenth Ward ; 16 in the Fifteenth ; 
13 in the Twenty-first; 12 each in the Fourteenth and Seventeenth, 
and 10 in the Twelfth Ward ; the remainder being pretty equally dis- 
tributed throughout the remaining wards. 69 occurred in the winter 
quarter ; 54 in the spring quarter ; 53 in the summer quarter, and 32 in 
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the autumnal quarter, a total of 208, being 7.03 per cent, of the total 
mortality, against 9.26 per cent, for 1874. 

Enteric Fever Typhoid fever caused 120 deaths, against 149 for 

the previous year. 9 of these deaths were of children under five years 
of age; 8 from five to ten years; 35 from ten to twenty years; 32 from 
twenty to thirty years, and 17 from thirty to forty years. 19 were over 
forty years of age, the oldest reported death from this cause being over 
eighty years of age. 7 each occurred in the Seventeenth and Twenty- 
sixth Wards ; 6 each in the Eighth, Fourteenth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty- 
eighth, and Thirtieth Wards ; and 5 each in the Eleventh and Sixteenth 
Wards. The remainder, excepting 7, which occurred in the hospitals 
and other public institutions, being about equally distributed throughout 
the remaining wards, with the exception of the Fourth and Thirty-first, 
from which no deaths from this cause were reported. 30 occurred in 
the winter quarter ; 16 in the spring quarter ; 36 in the summer quarter, 
and 38 in the autumnal quarter; a total of 120, being 4.06 per cent, of- 
the total mortality, against 4.41 per cent, for 1874; 5.43 per cent, for 
1873, 3.nd 6.18 per cent, for 1872. These figures show that during the 
past three years the mortality from this disease has been steadily de- 
creasing. 

Cerebro-spinal Fever. — 20 deaths were registered from this cause, 
against 18 for the previous year. 12 of these deaths were of children 
under five years of age ; which might create the impression that some 
of them, at least, were cases of simple meningitis, i was over fifty 
years of age; 4 occurred in the winter quarter; 9 in the spring 
quarter ; 5 in the summer quarter, and 2 in the autumnal quarter. 

Diphtheria. — This was certified as the cause of 64 deaths, against 
53 for the previous year. 38 of these deaths were of children under 
five years. 25 were between the ages of five and twenty years, and one 
was forty years of age. 7 occurred in the Fourteenth Ward ; 6 in the 
Twenty-sixth Ward, and 5 in the Seventeenth Ward; the remainder 
being distributed pretty equally throughout the city. 12 occurred in 
the winter quarter; 6 in the spring quarter; 18 in the summer quarter, 
and 28 in the autumnal quarter, a total of 64, being 2.16 per cent, of 
the total mortality, against 1.57 per cent, for 1874. 

Whooping-cough. — This was registered as the cause of 54 deaths, 
against 79 for the previous year. 53 of these deaths were of children 
under five years of age. 7 occurred in the Twelfth Ward ; 6 in the 
Tenth Ward, and 5 each in the Sixth and Twenty-fourth Wards, the re- 
mainder being distributed throughout various wards. 13 occured in the 
winter quarter; 18 in the spring quarter; 19 in the summer quarter; 
and 4 in the autumnal quarter, a total of 54, being 1.83 per cent, of 
the total mortality, against 2.34 per cent, for 1874. 
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Choleraic Diarrhea (cholera infantum). — This affection was re- 
gistered as the cause of death of 208 children luader five years of age, 
against 241 for the previous year. Almost the entire mortality froni this 
cause occurred in the months of July and August, during ihe period of 
highest temperature, a few being reported during the latter part of 
June and the first half of September. With the exception of the Fourth 
Ward, in which no deaths from this cause occurred, the mortality was 
pretty equally distributed throughout the city. The highest number, 15, 
occurred in the Twenty-sixth Ward, and 13 in the Fourteenth Ward. 
The percentage of this cause on the total mortality was 7.03, against 
7.13 for the previous year. 

Erysipelas. — During the year, 15 deaths were reported from this 
cause, being about equal to the average for the previous four years. 9 
of these deaths were of children under five years of age. 

Puerperal fever. — This was registered as the cause of death of 13 
females between the ages of twenty and fifty years. 

The diseases of this class (General diseases. A.) caused a native mor- 
tality of 698; of this number 680 were white and 18 black. The 
foreign mortality was 72. Of the total mortality from this class (770), 
about two-thirds (507) were children under five years of age. Of the 
1,472 children dying in the city during the year, more than one-third 
died from infectious diseases, from causes which, in this enlightened 
age, we know to be preventable. It would be a matter of great scientific 
value could we have been able to have given the percentage of mortality 
of typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and diphtheria, in addition to that of 
small-pox, which was 30.85. But the failure of some physicians to 
comply with the law requiring them to report cases of infectious diseases 
occurring in their practice, precludes the possibility of our furnishing this 
important data. The report of cases of small- pox and varioloid during 
the year 1875 we believe to be complete, and there is no good reason 
why a report of cases of typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and diphtheria 
might not be almost equally accurate. It has required several years for 
some of our physicians to realize the importance to society of reporting 
their cases of small-pox, and it is hoped that the time is not far distant 
when they will also recognize the advantage to the medical profession 
and to the public of reporting the diseases above named. Medical 
literature fails to furnish this important knowledge, for the reason that 
statistics bearing upon the subject have heretofore been compiled from 
hospital instead of from civil practice. It is only by securing the sum 
total of data from among the whole people that an approach to accu- 
rate knowledge upon this important point can be obtained. The recent 
action of the Board of Health regarding this subject has had the effect 
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of awakening the medical profession to a realizing sense of its deficiency 

in this matter, and the reports for November and December were more 

full and satisfactory than ever before. Should the interest in the subject 

continue, the Registrar may be able to exhibit these returns for the year 

1876. 

GENERAL DISEASES (B). 

The diseases comprised in this class correspond to the constitutional 
diseases of Dr. Farr*s classification. They caused, during the year, 500 
deaths; or 16.91 per cent, of the total mortality from all causes, being 
an increase on the percentage of previous years. This class caused a 
native mortality of 318 — 281 being white and 37 black, and a foreign 
mortality of 182. Only 112 were children under five years of age, 
while 340 were over 20 years of age. 240 were males and 260 were 
females. 

Consumption This was the most prominent cause of death pertain- 
ing to this class. Phthisis pulmonalis was aligned' as the cause of 222 
deaths; miliary tuberculosis as the cause of 94; and pneumonic phthisis 
as the cause of 29. The native mortality was 195— 1'72 being white, 
and 23 black. The foreign mortality was 150. But 12 of these deaths 
were children under five years of age. 178 were males and 167 were 
females, making a total of 345 . This was 1 1 .66 per cent, of the total mor- 
tality from all causes, being in excess of the average for previous years. 

The annexed statement exhibits the mortality for the different periods 
of the year, contrasted with the two previous years : 



January 

February 

March , 

Total— Winter Quarter . . . 

April 

May 

June 

Total— Spring Quarter 

July 

August 

September 

Total— Summer Quarter. . 

October 

November 

December 

Total— Autumnal Quarter 
Total. . 



1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


31 
30 
39 


33 
22 

27 


26 
24 
27 


100 


82 


77 


39 
33 
2Q 


40 
39 
24 


36 
25 

27 


98 


103 


88 


23 
28 
25 


21 
22 
24 


34 
24 
22 


76 


67 


80 


24 
18 
29 


26 
25 
28 


27 
31 
23 


71 


79 


81 


345 


331 


326 
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The greatest fatality occurred in the months of March, April, and 
May. The least in November, July, and October. 

Other important factors in the causation of mortality, belonging to 
this class, were tabes mesenterica, which caused 70 deaths, 62 being 
children under five years of age; cancer, all forms, which caused 41 
deaths, all but one being over twenty years of age ; tubercular menin- 
gitis, which caused 19 deaths, 17 being children under five years of age ; 
and syphilis, which was registered as the cause of 13 deaths, 10 being 
infants under one year of age. 

LOCAL DISEASES. 

DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

This class caused a total of 316 deaths, being 10.69 P^^ cent, of the 
total mortality from all causes — a decrease as compared with previous 
years. The native mortality from the diseases of this class was 272, of 
which number 261 were white, and 11 black; and a foreign mortality 
of 44. 175 were males and 141 were females; 229 were children 
under five years of age. 

Infantile convulsions was registered as the cause of 122 deaths of 
children under five years of age, being 4.13 per cent, of the total mor- 
tality from all causes — an increase as compared with the previous year. 

The total number of deaths from affections of the brain and its mem- 
branes was 174. Of these deaths, meningitis was registered as the 
cause of 61 ; congestion of brain, 27; encephalitis, 23; apoplexy, 23; 
the various forms of paralysis, 18; and chronic hydrocephalus, 14. 

DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM. 

This class caused 102 deaths, or 3.45 per cent, of the total, being an 
increase over previous years. 46 were of native and 56 of foreign 
birth. But 12 were children under five years of age. 

The deaths from affections of the heart and its membranes numbered 
80 ; 28 being registered as valve disease, and 8 as pericarditis. Angina 
pectoris was registered as the cause of 8 deaths. 

DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM. 

This class caused 429 deaths, or 14.51 per cent, of the total mortality 
— a slight decrease as compared with the previous year. The native 
mortality was 289, of which number 267 were white, and 22 black. The 
foreign mortality was 140. 227 were children under five years of age. 

Pneumonia. — In addition to being quite frequently certified as a 
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secondary or complicating cause of death, pneumonia was registered as 
the primary cause of 197 deaths, 98 being children under five years 
of age. 102 of these deaths occurred in the winter quarter ; 41 in the 
spring quarter; 12 in the summer quarter; and 43 in the autumnal 
quarter — a total of 198, or 6.70 per cent of the total mortality. 

Bronchitis ^The different varieties of this affection were also fre- 
quently reported as secondary or complicating causes of death. Acute 
bronchitis was registered as the primary cause of 13 deaths, 8 being 
children under five years of age. Chronic bronchitis caused 9 deaths 
of adults, and bronchial catarrh caused 61 deaths, 50 being children 
under five years of age, making a total, from all forms, of 83, or 2.81 
per cent, of the total mortality, a marked decrease as compared with 
previous years. 

Croup. — 36 deaths were registered from this cause, 34 being children 
under five years of age. 

Congestion of the Lungs. — ^This was certified as the cause of 34 
deaths, 23 being children under five years of age. 

Asthma. — ^This affection was reported as the cause of 23 deaths, 2 
being infants under one year of age, the remainder being over thirty 
years of age. 

DISEASES OF THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM. 

The diseases of this class caused 358 deaths or 12. 11 per cent, of the 
total mortality ; a marked increase as compared with previous years. 213 
were children under five years of age. The native mortality was 271, 
and the foreign mortality, 87. The most prominent diseases of this 
class were diarrhea, which was certified as the cause of 68 deaths ; 5 1 
being children under five years; enteritis as the cause of 61 deaths, 
31 being children under five years; gastritis as the cause of 26 deaths, 
12 being children under five years ; and dysentery, which caused 1 7 deaths, 
6 being children under five years of age. 

DISEASES OF THE URINARY SYSTEM. 

This class caused 33 deaths, or 1.12 per cent, of the total mortality. 
17 were of native, and 16 of foreign birth. 4 were under five years of 
age. Of these deaths 18 were assigned to chronic, and 4 to acute 
Bright*s disease. The latter was frequently certified as a secondary or 
complicating cause of death. 

DISEASES OF THE GENERATIVE SYSTEM. 

This class caused a mortality of 27 adult females, being 0.92 per 

cent, of the total mortality. 15 were of native, and 12 of foreign birth. 
G 
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diseases and conditions unclassified. 

These caused a total of 190 deaths, or 6.42 per cent, of the total 
mortality. 123 were of native, and 67 of foreign birth. 102 were 
children under five years of age. Old age was certified as the cause of 
63 deaths, all being over sixty years of age. Debility was registered as 
the only assigned cause of 5 7 deaths, 45 being children under five years 
of age. Premature birth was reported as the cause of 50 deaths of 
infants. 

VIOLENT CAUSES. 

This class caused 198 deaths — 160 males and 38 females. 115 were 
of native, and 83 of foreign birth. 42 were children under five years 
of age. The mortality from these causes was 6.70 per cent, of the 
total. 

Poisons. — ^The deaths from various forms of poisons numbered 34 ; 27 
being from alcohol, and 4 from different preparations of opium. 

General Injuries. — ^These caused 100 deaths; 32 being from 
asphyxia, of which number 23 were from drowning; accidental burns 
and scalds caused 30 deaths ; and falls 17. 10 were attributed to neglect 
and exposure. 

Local Injuries. — ^These caused 21 deaths, of which number 10 
were from fractures. 

Accidents by Railroad Cars and Vehicles. — The deaths from 
these causes numbered 29, of which number 25 were due to railroad 
injuries. 

Accidental Wounds and Surgical Operations. — 7 deaths were 
registered from these causes. 

Suicide. — ^There were but 5 suicidal deaths during the year — all of 
foreign birth. 

Homicide. — There were but 2 homicidal deaths during the year, one 
being accidental and one legal. 

UNKNOWN CAUSES. 

34 deaths were registered during the year in which the cause of 
death was unknown. 1 8 were males and 16 females. 28 were of native, 
and 6 of foreign birth. 24 were children under five years of age. 

In conclusion, I desire to direct attention to the accompanying 
reports of births and marriages, compiled by the Registration Clerk, 
John G. Little. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. Snively, M.D., 

Registrar. 
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Report of Registration Clerk. 



Office of the Board of Health, ) 
Pittsburgh, January, 1876. j" 

W. Snively, M.D., Registrar of Vital Statistics: 

Sir — I have the honor to present the annual report relative to the 
returns of Births and Marriages for the year ending December 31st, 

1875. 

MARRIAGES. 

During the year 1875, i>^92 marriages, solemnized in this city, were 
registered in this ofhce, being a decrease of 341 as compared with the 
previous year. Estimating the population at 140,000, the marriage 
rate was 8.51 per 1,000 inhabitants living in this city. 

It is probable that we receive returns of nearly, if not quite all the 
marriages solemnized in this city. The Marriage Act permits us only 
to record a certificate which has the signature of the officiating minister 
or magistrate, and, consequently, we can only hold those gentlemen 
responsible for their return. 

The following statement shows the number in each month, each 
quarter, and the whole of the year 1875, ^.nd each of the two years 
preceding ; and also the aggregate and average number for correspond- 
ing seasons during the years 1873-4-5 : 



MONTHS. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


3 Years 
Aggre'gt. 


3 Years 
Average. 


January 


103 

77 
82 


121 

127 

90 


164 

143 

91 


388 
347 
263 


129 
116 

88 


February 


March 


Winter Quarter 

April 


262 


338 


398 


998 


333 


108 
100 
121 


154 
135 
120 


164 
184 
153 


426 
419 
394 


142 
140 
131 


May 


June 


Spring Quarter 

July 


329 


409 


601 


1,239 


413 


94 

95 

125 


120 
116 
157 


185 
117 
171 


399 
328 
453 


133 
109 
151 


August 


September 


Summer Quarter.... 
October 


314 


393 


473 


1,180 


393 


107 
94 
86 


138 
136 
119 


172 
133 
105 


417 
363 
310 


139 
121 
104 


November 


December 


Autumnal Quarter.. 
Totals 


287 


393 


410 


1,090 


364 


1,192 


1,533 


1,782 


4,507 


1,503 
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It will be observed from the foregoing statement that the greatest 
number of marriages solemnized in any one quarter of the year 1875, 
was 329 in the second or spring quarter, while the least number, 262, 
was solemnized in the first or winter quarter. 

Estimating the population at 140,000, the marriage rate of the year 
1875, ^ compared with the year 1874, shows a decrease of 431, or 2.44 
per 1,000 inhabitants, and as compared with the rate of 1872, shows a 
decrease of 590, or 4.21 per 1,000 inhabitants. 

The subjoined statement shows the ages of persons married during 
the year 1875 ; 



AGES. 

1 


Grooms. 


Brides. 


15 to 20 years 


13 

470 

368 

177 

76 

34 

27 

13 

5 

3 

6 

• • 


289 

567 

184 

69 

38 

29 

9 

! 



1 

2 


20to25 " 


' 25to30 *• 


■ 30to35 " 


35to40 " 


40to45 " 


; 45to50 " 


' 50to55 " 


' 55to60 " 


60to65 ** 


66to70 " 


Not fldyen 


lV>tal 


1,192 


1,192 





The following statement shows the various ceremonies performed 
during the year 1875 : 

Boman Catholic, 358 

Methodist, 211 

Civil, 191 

Presbyterian, 156 

United Evangelical, 119 

Lutheran, 70 

Episcopal, 80 

Baptist, 22 

Hebrew, 10 

Evangelical Association, .10 

Congregational, .7 

Church of God, 5 

German Reformed, 2 

Christian Church, . 1 



Total, 1,192 
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The following statement shows the nativity of the persons married 
during the year 1875 • 



BIBTHPIiACK. 


GBOOMS. 


BRIDES. 


P6nD8vlvania 


450 

262 

201 

54 

48 

35 

24 

19 

19 

15 

11 

7 

6 

6 

5 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

'2 


606 
174 
152 
48 
54 
26 
32 
16 

10 
9 

7 

• • 

5 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 

• • 

• * 

• • 

4 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 

1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Gtormanv 


XrelATid ... ., T---T 


Sneland 


Ohio 


"Virflrlnia 


United States ... * 


Wales 


New York 


Maryland 


Scotland .«... 


Canada 


Massachusetts 


France 


Missouri 


Switzerland • 


New Jersey 


Indiana ..,".... 


Kussia 


Austria 


Sweden , 


Holland 




Wisconsin 




Mississippi 




South Carolina 




Tennessee 




Poland 




Maine 




Iowa 




Kentucky 




Georiria 




Kansas 






1,192 


1,192 
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BIRTHS. 

The number of living infants born in the city of Pittsburgh during 
the year 1875, whose births were registered in the office of the Board of 
Health, amounted to 4,930, being a decrease of 154 as compared with 
the previous year. 

The above figures do not quite represent the actual number of births 
which occurred in the city, as there are physicians and midwives who 
fail to comply with the law because of carelessness or indifference, or on 
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account of the time and labor that is entailed upon them in writing and 
forwarding the certificates to this office, for which they complain that 
thev receive no remuneration. 

There are also midwives who cannot write the English, or any other 
language legibly, and more who cannot write at all, and who are not 
acquainted with the law, or who adopt the practice from pecuniary mo- 
ti\Tes alone, who do not report, and who do not intend to do so unless 
compelled by law, although stamped and directed envelopes have been 
furnished clergjinen, ph)'sicians, and midwives, gratuitously by the 
Health Department. There is as )'et no legal hindrance placed up>c>n 
those who practice this branch of medicine, no matter how incompetent 
thev mav be. 

Estimating the population of the city at 140,000, the birth rate per 
i»coo inhabitants living >\*as 35.21 » or one in 2S.39 of the inhabitants. 

This compares favonibly with the birth rate of Boston, which claims 
to be more aixnirate th;\n anv other American citv. 

The nvunWr of births in each month is shown in the following state- 
ment : 



J.HnuarY,. 5U AprH $42 July ^lO October 395 

KebruArv* JCl Mav S?^ Aujrust... 4:24 NoTember. 3T9 

Marv^h./.. 4s^ Juiw 3y%> Sept 431 December.. 430 

IVlAl t. Q. 1.5tH IVH^U 2. Q. I.l:^ Total 3L Q. 1^45 TVtal 4. Q. laW 



^7.00 ^vr cent, of births occurrxxl in the nrst or winter q^jarter, 10.36 
per <vn:. tukiug pUce iu the mon:h of JjLnuar}\ 511 children were 
K^ra durir.i: the iuon:h of IvUVsUtrv, bei:^;^: the tcrearest nuniher which 
ocvurrwl in ai^y month duri:*g the yejur: while the leist cumber oc- 
ctirro.1 lu the month of Arril, beh:^ 34^. 
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Births and Percentage by Wards. 



\ 



WARDS. 



First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth V... 

Sixth 

Seventh 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

P^ifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth 

Eighfeenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-first 

Twenty-second . . . . 

Twenty-third 

Twenty-fourth 

Twentv-fifth 

Twenty-sixth 

Twenty-seventh . . . 

Twenty-eighth 

Twentj'-ninth 

Thirtieth 

Thirty-first 

Thirty-second 

Thirty-third 

Thirty-fourth 

Thirtv-fifth 

Thirty-sixth 

Thirty-seventh 

Public Institutions. 



1876. 



Births. 



115 

80 

77 

83 

142 

276 

127 

160 

111 

103 

197 

285 

116 

226 

184 

259 

278 

67 

96 

111 

212 

46 

32 

70 

109 

261 

155 

168 

146 

102 

87 

125 

42 

102 

61 

87 

53 



4,930 



Per 
Gentage. 



2.33 
1.62 
1.56 
1.68 
2.88 
6.60 
2.58 
3.24 
2.25 
2.09 
4.00 
5.78 
2.35 
4.58 
3.73 
6.25 
5.64 
1.16 
1.95 
2.25 
4.30 
0.91 
0.65 
1.42 
2.21 
5.29 
3.14 
3.21 
2.96 
2.07 
1.77 
2.54 
0.85 
2.07 
124 
1.77 

1.08 



100.00 



1874. 



Births. 



Ill 

83 

77 

77 

170 

282 

146 

175^ 

133 

96 

188 

301 

120 

198 

179 

269 

288 

56 

110 

96 

173 

26 

64 

90 

139 

308 

123 

187 

163 

117 

61 

124 

27 

81 

52 

103 

79 

31 



6,084 



Per 

Cencage. 



2.18 
1.63 
1.52 
1.5)2 
3.34 
5.66 
2.87 
3.44 
2.62 
1.89 
3.69 
5.92 
2.35 
3.89 
3.52 
6.29 
5.67 
1.10 
2.16 
1.89 
3.40 
0.51 
1.26 
1.77 
2.73 
6.06 
2.42 
3.68 
3.01 
2.30 
1.00 
2.44 
0.63 
1.69 
1.02 
2.03 
1.60 
0.61 



100.00 



It will be observed from the foregoing table that the greatest number 
of births during the year 1875 occurred in the Twelfth Ward; being 
285, or 5.78 per cent.; while the least number occurred in the Twenty- 
third Ward, being 32, or 0.65 per cent. The decrease in the number 
of births during the year 1875, ^s compared with the year .1874, was 
154. 

PROPORTION OF SEXES. 

Of the 4,930 children born in Pittsburgh during the year 1875, 2,570 
were males, and 2,380 were females. During the two years preceding 
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there was a slight excess of males, and during the three years together 
there were 7,961 males to 7,228 female children bom in Pittsburgh, as 
shown in the following statement. 



Years. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


1873. 
1874. 
1875. 


2,746. 
2,665. 
2,550. 


2,429. 
2,419. 
2,380. 


5,175. 

5,084. 
4,930. 


Total, 3 years, 


7,961. 


7,228. 


15,189. 



We do not claim that the above is a full or complete statement of the 
whole number of births which actually occurred in the city during the 
year 1875, ^^ ^^ ^^Y °^ ^^^ preceding years, as given in the above 
table. In a great many instances children are bom without the attend- 
ance of either physician or midwife, and in such cases, through neglect 
or through ignorance of the existence of a registration law, they are 
seldom, if ever, retumed ; but in a few instances the birth of children 
have been reported by parents after a lapse of a year, and in one 
instance reported after a lapse of five years. It may be stated that of 
the whole number of children bom in the city, as near as can be ascer- 
tained, not more that five per cent, fail to be reported to this depart- 
ment. In a great many cases physicians fail to report births at the 
proper time, thereby rendering it impossible to have them inserted in 
their proper place, and also causing an unnecessary waste of time in 
making searches of the record. In order to secure a complete and 
systematic registration in this particular it will be necessary for physi- 
cians and midwifes to make their returns promptly and in the time 
allotted them by law. If this is strictly observed by practitioners there 
will be no difficulty hereafter in furnishing correct statements of the 
number of births occurring in this city at the end of each quarter. 
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The following Statement shows the number of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths which have been recorded in this Department since its organiza- 
tion. 



YEARS. 


Marriages. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


1852 (six months) 






365 

898 

1,831 

1,000 

815 

943 

888 

820 

860 

948 

1,066 

998 

1,162 

999 

1,070 

1,042 

1,233 

1,477 

1,867 

2,531 

2,456 

8,519 

8,881 

2,957 


1853 






1854 






1855 






1856 






1857 






1858 






1859 






1860 






1861 






1862 






1863 






1864 






1865 






1866 






1867 






1868 






1869 






1870 f new resristration acf) 


(6 mos.) 662 
1,059 
1,143 
1,782 
1,583 
1,192 


(6 mo.) 1,750 
2,886 
3,378 
6,175 
6,084 
4,930 


1871 


1872 


1873 


1874 


1875 




Total 


7,271 


28,203 


85,124 





Respectfully submitted, 

John G, Little, 

Re^stration Clerks 
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MEJIT lyB^ECTO^'B ^E TO TIT. 



Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 

To the Board of Health of the \ 
City of Pittsburgh. ) 

Gentlemen : I herewith submit a statement of the operations of this 
office for the year ending December 31st, 1875 : 

report for quarter ending march 31st, 1875. 
Condemned and Confiscated Beef, . . . : 830 lbs. 



tc 



(C 









150 lbs. 
28 

1 bbl. 
4 bbl. 
3hd. 



Veal, . 
Hams, 
Fresh fish, 
Sweet potatoes, 
Calves, 

Report of stock shipped east from the East Liberty Stock Yards dur- 
ing the quarter ending March 31st, 1875 • 

Cattle. Hogs. Sheep. 

January, 30,762 52,381 51,628 

February, 26,310 49,800 45,808 

March, 29,186 50,306 49,680 



147,116 



86,258 152,487 

Account of dead stock during the quarter : 

Cattle. Hogs. 

28 383 

REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING JUNE 30TH, 1875. 

Condemned and Confiscated Beef, . . . 1,292 lbs. 



Sheep. 
204 



it 



u 



(( 



874 
2 bbls. 
6 " 
6 hd. 



Veal, 

Mackerel, 

Fresh fish. 

Calves, 

Large quantity of vegetables. 

Report of stock shipped east from the East Liberty Stock Yards dur- 
ing the quarter ending June 30th, 1875 : 

Cattle. Hogs. Sheep. 

April, 30,620 51,360 48,865 

May, 28,980 42,800 43,150 

June, 26,232 36,636 44,387 



85,832 



130,796 



136,300 



Meat Inspector. 
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Account of dead stock during the quarter : 

Cattle. Hogs. 

36 520 

BEPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING SEPT 30TH, 1875. 

Condemned and Confiscated Beef, 

Yeal, 
Mutton, 
Hams, 

Ham sausage, 
Fresh fish, 
Muskmelons, 
Sweet potatoes, 
Cabbage, 
Apples, 
Cantelopes, 
Salt fish, 
Peaches, 
Plums, 
Blackberries, 
Irish potatoes, 
Eggs, 

Green corn. 
Water melons. 
Cattle, 
Calves, 
Sheep, 

A grocer on Frankstown avenue was prosecuted for selling spoiled 
hams, and taken before Alderman Bradley and fined $2^ and costs. 

Report of stock shipped east from the East Liberty Stock Yards dur- 
ing the quarter ending Sept. 30th, 1875. 

Cattle. Hogs. Sheep. 

July, 28,300 50,680 50,025 

August, 26,684 47,392 46,821 

September, 29,350 53,420 48,375 



(( 


u 


(( 


(t 


(S 


(( 


(( 


C( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(c 


(( 


(( 


(( 


(( 


u 


it 


(( 


%(. 


(( 


u 


(( 


(C 


(( 


u 


(( 


\ 


T 


kC 


C( 


LI 


u 


u 


(( 


%i 


(( 


(( 


(( 


<c 


(( 


(( 


C( 



Sheep. 




375 


H, 1875. 




. 2,060 lbs. 


830 


(( 


683 


(C 


47 


(( 


300 


(( 


7 bbls. 


37 




9 




43 




41 




11 




2 




. 1,800 bxs. 


15 


(( 


31 bkts. 


40 bush. 


900 doz. 


350 


(( 


1,600 


(( 


9 hd. 


13 


n 


43 


(C 



84,334 151,492 145,221 

Account of dead stock during the quarter : 

Cattle. Hogs. Sheep. 

27 312 205 

REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING DEC. 31 ST, 1875. 



Condemned and Confiscated Beef, 

Sheep, 
Dressed hogs, 



(C 

(( 



u 



Cattle, 

Dressed cattle. 
Hogs, 
Dressed poultry. 



2,300 lbs. 
21 hd. 
7 " 
5 " 
2 " 
18 " 
21 bbls. 
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Report of stock shipped east from the East Liberty Stock Yards dur- 
ing the quarter ending Dec. 31st, 1875. 





Cattle. 




Hogs. 


Sheep. 


October, 


29,386 




51,768 


48,206 


November, 28,963 




50,980 


47,863 


December, 29,934 




53,660 


46,908 




88,283 


156,408 


142,977 


Account of dead stock during 


the quarter : 






Cattle. 




Hogs. 


Sheep. 




34 




325 


353 




RECAPITULATION. 




Condemned and Confiscated Beef, 


. 6,482 lbs. 


(( 


■ 


(( 


Yeal, 


. 1,854 " 


(( 




c( 


Mutton, 


683 " 


a 




(( 


Ham sausage, 


300 " 


11 




C( 


Hams, 


75 


n 




(( 


Fresh fish. 


14 bbls. 


(( 




(( 


Mackerel, 


4 " 


(( 




C( 


Dressed poultry, , 


21 " 


(( 




u 


Muskmelons, 


37 " 


4fc 




(( 


Sweet potatoes, 


13 *' 


U 




t( 


Cabbage, 


43 " 


H 




(( 


Apples, 


41 " 


(( 




(( 


Cantelopes, 


11 " 


(( 




(( 


Peaches, 


1,800 bxs. 


(C 




(( 


Plums, 


15 " 


(( 




u 


Blackberries, . 


31 bckts. 


(( 




(( 


Irish potatoes. 


40 bush. 


(( 




(( 


Eggs, . . . 


900 doz. 


u 




ii. 


Green corn, • 


350 " 


n 




t( 


Calves, 


22 hd. 


u 




C( 


Cattle, . . 


14 " 


n 




(( 


Sheep, . . ♦ 


64 *' 


(( 




u 


Dressed hogs. 


7 " 


u 




n 


Dressed cattle, 


2 " 


u 




It 


Crippled hogs. 


18 " 


(( 




(( 


Large quantity of "n 


regetables. 


Shipments from East Liberty 


Stock Yards. 






Cattle. 




Hogs. 


Sheep. 




344,707 




591,183 


571,614 


Account of dead stock. 










Cattle. 




Hogs. 


Sheep. 




125 




1,540 


1,137 


In previous 


reports I have recommended the const 


ruction of abattoirs 


at different points, with a view to the abatement of t 


le many nuisances 



Meat Inspector. ioi 

arising from the numerous small slaughter houses which abound in the 
thickly populated portions of the city, but my suggestions have not 
received the attention which they merited. I now present to the Board 
a plan which I hope will meet with favor. 

The Board of Health should construct an abattoir at or near the East 
Liberty Stock Yards, for the purpose of slaughtering all crippled stock. 
A suitable building for the purpose might be built at an expense of 
about |l8oo. One man would be sufficient to operate it, who could act 
in conjunction with the Meat Inspector, and prevent crippled stock from 
being taken away and sold throughout the city before being inspected. 
The Board of Health could establish a charge per head for slaughtering, 
which would make it self-sustaining, and any surplus revenue remaining 
after paying all expenses might revert to the city. 

During the past season I have found it necessary to devote more atten- 
tion to the fruit and vegetable markets, but more particularly to the 
peaches consigned to commission merchants of this city. Because of 
the failure of the crop in this vicinity, and the large yield in New 
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, etc., our market has been glutted with an 
inferior quality of peaches, shipped here principally from Baltimore. 
It is necessary, in order that they may stand transportation this distance, 
that they be pulled while yet quite green ; they are then packed in boxes 
and shipped, in the expectation that they will have ripened sufficiently, 
by the time they arrive here, as to be at least saleable. Peaches pulled 
while quite green never ripen properly, and must be more or less 
unwholesome as food. During the season I have been compelled to 
condemn i,8oo crates of this fruit as unfit for human consumption. 
Watermelons are shipped to this city, in advance of the proper season, 
from Florida. In order to stand transportation for such a distance, 
they also must be cut while yet green ; they never ripen properly and 
are unfit for food. Those shipped to this city from New Jersey are 
good. About nine wagon loads of this fruit have been condemned. 

In order to anticipate the season and be first in the market, plums, 
beans, peas, citrons, lettuce, cabbages, etc., are cut or plucked immedi- 
ately, hurried to this city from distant points, and exposed for sale in 
our market. The statement may surprise many, but honorable dealers 
assert that but few housekeepers are able to distinguish between good 
and bad fruits and vegetables. 

During the past season, tomatoes appeared in our market far in 
advance of the proper season, from the neighborhood of Norfolk, Va. 
They are plucked quite green, wrapped in paper, packed, and shipped 
to this city. In three or four days they turn red, and when exposed for 
sale are well calculated to deceive inexperienced persons. They are unfit 
for food. 
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New potatoes from Michigan arrive here in advance of the season, 
which are unwholesome, and their sale should be prohibited ; while the 
Bermuda potatoes, which arrive in our market about the same time, are 
good. 

The respectable gardeners and the fruit growers of this vicinity will 
not knowingly sell articles which, on account of having been kept too 
long on hand, have become withered and decayed, and unfit for food. 

Green corn, to be fit for food, must be sold before twelve hours 
elapse. Citrons are unfit for food after twenty-four hours exposure in 
the market. Peas, beans, etc., are withered after thirty-six hours. 
Lettuce, tomatoes, and cucumbers cannot be kept over two days ; nor 
watermelons over three days. 

Our home dealers deserve protection against the heavy importations 
from distant points, of the immature, decayed, and in every respect 
inferior fruits and vegetables with which our markets are glutted. 

The public is incapable of discriminating between the fresh and ripe 
fruit and vegetables raised in this vicinity, and that brought from a dis- 
tance, to the. unwholesome qualities of which, I doubt not, much of our 
sickness and mortality is due, especially among children. 

By prohibiting the sale of unripe, decayed, and withered fruits and 
vegetables, the Board of Health is protecting the community as well as 
the honorable dealers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas W. Lindsay, 

Meat Inspector, 
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Pittsburgh, January, 1876. 
To the Board of Health of the City of Pittsburgh: 

Gentlemen : I have the honor as your Solicitor, to submit the 
following Report for the year ending December 31st, 1875: 

The whole number of suits instituted in the name of the Board during 
the year was twenty-eight. Of these, twenty-four were brought before 
His Honor Mayor McCarthy, three before Alderman Joseph A. But- 
ler, and the remaining one before Alderman E. C. Milliken. One of 
the cases before the Mayor was withdrawn \ one was non-suited ; and in 
one, judgment entered in favor of defendant. Five cases have not been 
finally disposed of. His Honor suspending action, to give the defendants 
an opportunity to abate the nuisances complained of without having the 
fines imposed. In all the other cases judgments were obtained in favor 
of the Board. 

In the three cases before Alderman Butler, and in the same number 
before the Mayor, appeals have been taken from the judgments entered, 
and two cases have been removed to Court, on writs of Certiorari, 
One of the latter has been argued, and the judgment of the Mayor 
affirmed, and execution issued to collect the fine and costs. 

The complaints to the Health Officer of the existence of nuisances 
were not so frequent or numerous during the last summer as heretofore, 
partly on account of the cool weather, and partly on account of the 
improved sanitary condition of the city. 

I would recommend, in conclusion, that, if possible, the Health laws 
of the city be supplemented, so that persons disposed to violate them 
and defy the Board in their exertions to protect the public health, may 
be more summarily and certainly reached and punished. The increased 
efforts that the Board have made during the last few years, to put the 
city in good sanitary condition, and to suppress contagious diseases 
whenever they were likely to spring up, have met with the sanction of 
the citizens, and the imperative necessity for investing the Board with 
enlarged and additional powers, is becoming apparent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. H. McCORMlCK, 

Solicitor. 
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Office of the Board of Health, ") 

Pittsburgh, February, 1876. j 

To the Board of Health : 

Gentlemen : — I have the honor to submit the following statement of 
the receipts and expenditures of this department, during the fiscal year 
ending January 31st, 1876, as shown by the vouchers in my possession : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand February 1st, 1875, . . $534 66 
Appropriation by City Councils, . . . 18,000 00 
Oflace Receipts, per Health Officer, . . . 1,520 60 

$20,055 26 

EXPENDITURES. 
ISalaries* 

Health Officer, $1,500 00 

Physician and Registrar, 1,000 00 

Meat Inspector, 2,500 00 

Attorney, 200 00 

Registration Clerk, 900 00 

Sanitary Inspectors, 4,720 08 ' 

Clerk hire 543 66 

$11,863 74 

Hospital Construction. 

Hospital building, as per contract, . . $1,015 00 

Extra work, 311 00 

Dwelling and stable as per contract, . . 1,496 00 

Extra work, 21 16 

Heaters, 850 00 

Cistern, 89 25 

Waste well, 40 00 

Water closets and porch, 60 00 

Water pipe, and laying same, .... 234 52 

Sewer pipe, and laying same, ... . 61 52 

Box drain, 22 00 

Night soil tanks, 160 00 
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Plumbing, $90 04 

Paving, 17 50 

Stop cocks, &c., 12 50 

Wall around heaters, 16 38 

Tan bark and cinders, 14 00 

Extra carpenter work, 65 55 

" painting 37 88 

'' lumber, 11 40 

Hardware, 24 60 

Grading road, &c., 55 00 

Gates, 25 00 

Ladder, 4 80 

Miscellaneous, 8 50 

Repairing old house, 120 00 

Stoves for same, 12 50 

$4,366 09 

Hospital fumiiiMng. 

Bedsteads, $21 00 

Bedding, 201 29 

Furniture, 19 50 

Window shades, 22 40 

Kitchen stove and fixtures, .... 33 70 

Clock, . . . 3 00 

Kitchen Furniture, . .... 20 81 
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Itospital maintenance. 

Kurse hire, $594 74 

Removal of patients to hospital, ... 89 00 

Drugs and medicines, 40 09 

Liquor, 88 15 

Dry goods, 7 00 

Groceries and produce, . . . . . 362 21 

Milk, 21 95 

Funeral expenses, 158 00 

Hauling water, &c., 107 20 

Fuel, 67 02 

Repairs to ambulance, 10 85 

Sundry articles, 4 90 

$1,551 11 

Miscellaneous expenses. 

Discount, $343 00 

Removal of dead animals, .... 460 00 

Advertising, 85 70 

H 
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Outstanding bills, $82 91 

Office expenses, 77 53 

Hospital bill (Mercy Hospital), . . .. 155 00 

Destroying infected bedding, . . . . 28 00 

Carriaere hire, 5 00 

Printing, 585 50 

Stationery, 45 21 

Vaccine virus, ....... 70 00 

Expenses Delegates to Am. Pub. Health Asso'n, 100 00 

Taking testimony Board of Health vs. Hersliouser, 20 00 

Subscription daily papers, 20 00 

Miscellaneous bills, 39 50 

$2,117 35 
Total expenditures, ...... $19 719 99 

Balance on hand February 1st, 1876, . . $335 27 

Respectfully submitted, 

Addison Arthurs, 

Treasurer. 
Examined and found correct. 

J. F. Slagle, 
J AS. McCann, 
J. D. Thomas, 

Finance Committee. 






